Dr. Henrik Eger, Delaware County Community College (DCCC), heger@dccc.edu
Text Reports: 

Guidelines, Assignments, and Samples, ENG 112

To demonstrate your familiarity with the assigned texts, and to encourage independent thinking and analytical writing, you will be asked to write three Text Reports over the course of this semester.  For deadlines and details, see the Syllabus and the readings list below.  
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Procedure
1. Closely follow the Schedule and each week read, highlight, and annotate ALL the assigned texts from the latest edition of Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum, edited by Behrens and Rosen. 

2. Please note the type of assignments specific to each of the three Text Reports.

For Text Report #1: read all assigned texts. Then select one of the assigned essays, and write a detailed Summary that, in your own words, demonstrates your understanding of an author’s main points (minimum 150 words, maximum 250 words).  Also, include one or two short quotations to give the reader a chance to see a few statements that truly represent the essence of the original essay.  Be as factual as possible.  Do not add any comments of your own.

For Text Report #2: read all assigned texts. Then select one of the assigned essays, and write a Summary (minimum 125 words, maximum 200 words).  After that, write a Critical Analysis of Stanley Milgram’s “The Perils of Obedience” (358-71).    Start with a one or two sentence summary of his text, and then present your analysis, on what Milgram has written, which could range from agreement all the way to a more critical perspective (minimum 300 words, maximum 500 words).  Whether agreeing with or disagreeing with the author, always make sure to provide the main reasons for anything you say and back up all claims with evidence. Integrate your own voice, i.e., show how the article has impacted your beliefs about the issues presented and how the Milgram’s arguments may or may not affect your future actions.

For Text Report #3: read all assigned texts. Then select two essays of your choice from the 

assigned readings and write a Compare and Contrast Interpretation. Start with a one or two sentence summary of each text, and then present the most significant commonalities, followed by the most significant differences (minimum 400 words, maximum 700 words). Make sure to integrate your own voice as well.  

	Format


	1. Use MS Word

2. Use Arial 10, not Times New Roman 12, for both your text and the automatic pagination on the top right hand side of each page 
3. Follow the MLA format and double-space the entire document (see “Text Report” sample)

4. Date your “Text Report” with the assigned due date (see Schedule)

5. Clearly identify Summary and either Critical Analysis or  Compare and Contrast Interpretation sections (see “Text Report” sample)

6. List the author/s and place essay or chapter titles in quotations (see “Text Report” sample)

7. List all referenced items with the relevant page numbers (see “Text Report” sample)


Deadlines

1. Starting from the due date listed in the Schedule—please bring to class a complete printout of your latest weekly “Text Report” for class discussions, plus a copy of Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum with all of your selected essays highlighted and annotated.
2. Submit your completed Text Reports in your class-specific color-coded portfolio.  For details and deadlines: see Syllabus and Schedule. 

Text Reports (ENG 112): Three assigned readings

Behrens, Laurence, and Leonard J. Rosen.  Writing and Reading Across the Curriculum.  For exact deadline dates, see your Schedule
Text Report #1, one SUMMARY: Chapter 11: Biology: Sleep (501-583): 
Write a detailed summary of one of the following essays: National Sleep Foundation, “America’s Sleep-deprived Teens: Nodding off at School, Behind the Wheel” (522-27), Dement and Vaughan, “Sleep Debt and the Mortgaged Mind” (537-45), Pilcher and Walters, “How Sleep Debt Hurts College Students” (551-61).
Text Report #2, one SUMMARY and one REFLECTION: Chapter 9, Psychology:  Obedience to Authority (349-420)
Write one summary of the main points of one of the following essays from Chapter 9: Zimbardo, “The Stanford Prison Experiment” (389-402), Lopach and Luckowski, “Uncivil Disobedience” (407-14).   
Write your Critical Analysis on Stanley Milgram, “The Perils of Obedience” (358-71)
Text Report #3, one detailed COMPARE AND CONTRAST based on two essays: Chapter 8, Sociology: Marriage and Family in America (239-343)
Choose TWO essays from the following list and write a compare and contrast of the ideas and arguments presented by those essays, while also including your critical analysis and response/reaction to the main points in each essay: Hekker, “The Satisfaction of Housewifery and Motherhood” (244-50), Schwartz and Scott, “Debunking Myths about Marriages and Families” (276-82), Sullivan and Bennett, “Debate on Gay Marriage” (282-90), O’Brien, “Single-minded” (337-48).
Keep scrolling down to view the sample.
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Text Report #1

Part A, Summary: Bill Nelson, “The Right to Privacy” (691-94)

Bill Nelson, Democratic Senator from Florida, addresses the threats today’s USA poses for the citizen’s right to certain personal freedoms and to privacy (692).  The senator, aware that the government must find a balance between preserving an individual’s rights and the necessity of pursuing terrorist cells (692), found it “disturbing that we are developing a research system that [. . .] violate[s] the Privacy Act as well as a lot of other Federal laws of unreasonable searches of private information without probable cause” (693).  Through the American Press, Nelson discovered that the Department of Defense is creating computer software that will enable law enforcement authorities and other intelligence officers to access private records, leaving citizens’ personal information open to scrutiny “without the protections of a court order” (692).  Nelson concludes that the present government has even made it possible for banks and pharmaceutical companies to obtain medical information on individual patients (694).  
(151 words)

Part B, Reflection: Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?” (336-37)

At a Women’s Rights Convention in 1851, Sojourner Truth talked about the ignorant exclusion of black women within the context of the slowly evolving rights for women movement.  In spite of the abuse she experienced during most of her life, her speech demonstrates that Truth’s life experiences strengthened her into a woman not only as capable as any man, but endured even more than her white female contemporaries: “I have borne thirteen children and seen them most all sold off to slavery [. . .] none but Jesus heard me!” (337).  Her ability to speak up as a member of the most oppressed group in the United States at that time in history and her willingness to address educated white people, critical of both the general liberation movement and the slowly emerging women’s movement—where she questioned oppressors and the oppressed and the role of women in society—made her a particularly strong voice.  I believe that fear causes oppression, and Truth’s vigor and intellect affirms this situation as the reason why it took so long to address, let alone work toward treating women, black or white, as equal members of society.  Moreover, I find it difficult to comprehend that women were not allowed to vote, and that people of color were treated like cattle, with their children sold like calves.  I wonder what Truth would say if she could see how her work and that of many other women changed life in the US.  
(245 words) [For the assignments in your class, make sure to work within the minimum/maximum range.  See above.]
I may replace the above sample with the best Text Reports of some of my students this semester.  So feel encouraged to go all out: your work and your name might make it onto my website and the Internet.  
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