Dr. Henrik Eger, Delaware County Community College (DCCC), heger@dccc.edu
SENTENCE TRACKER:

A CHECKLIST FOR WRITERS TO AVOID REPETITIOUS SENTENCE BEGINNINGS
ENG 100 and 112
FOR EACH PROJECT, please include a copy of the COMPLETED version of this Tracker, together with the other two trackers, the written feedback on your work from the MyCompLab tutorial in Boston, and your own essay which clearly demonstrates that you have integrated their recommendations.  Students who submit ALL of these COMPLETED documents will not only write better essays, but will RECEIVE A HIGHER GRADE as well.

Step 1: Take a blank sheet of paper and write the following standard format that identifies you and your class at the top of your paper:

YOUR NAME:


   


YOUR CLASS: 

DATE:

    

NAME OF YOUR WRITING PROJECT:
Step 2: For all essays in ENG 100 and the Research Paper in ENG 112, please follow the example below where each paragraph gets identified by its name: Introduction, Thesis, Paragraph A, Paragraph B, Paragraph C, Summary, Conclusion.  Follow the example below, and write down each paragraph heading, and then underneath write down ONLY the first word of each sentence of the first paragraph of your essay.  Then move to Step 3 below.

For ENG 112 only: For the first two assignments (your Abstract and your Literary 

Criticism), count the number of paragraphs in your essay.  Then write down 
Paragraph 1 and underneath write down ONLY the first word of each sentence
of the first paragraph of your essay.  
Step 3: Within this list of first words, circle any repetitions.  Any sentence beginning that comes from a quotation also counts, for example, the title of a literary work, such as Hamlet (the play) and Hamlet (the name of the character in that play).  
Step 4: Now replace all repeated words by rephrasing sentences that start with the same word, so that no two sentences in any paragraph start the same way.  However, you may start sentences in different paragraphs using the same word that you used to start a sentence in a previous paragraph.  Through this method, your essay avoids tiresome repetitions and becomes stronger and more varied, instead.  

Step 5: Repeat steps 3 and 4 for each of your remaining paragraphs, making sure that you have carefully avoided repetitious sentence beginnings.  

Step 6: Submit your completed Sentence Tracker (whether handwritten or typed) with each of your essays, plus the other two trackers (when applicable), and the feedback from Boston.  You will see how your writing improves, and most likely, how your grades will go up as well.  
These examples merely illustrate the sub-headings for each section.  You decide the length and number of sentences in each of your paragraphs, each of which should cover at least one-third of a page for all assignments.  
Introduction (both Introduction and Thesis appear in one paragraph)
The/Sounds

Remembering

Generally

The/However

The/The
Thesis
The/Characteristics

Par. A

Rarely

We

The/The

Very

The/Possibly

Open-minded
Par. B

I/Frequently

Students

I/Reconsidering

Out

I/I
Just
Summary (both Summary and Conclusion appear in one paragraph for short essays up to four or five pages)
Almost

Given

I/Because
Conclusion
I/I

Yet

Finally



Format for the Abstract & Literary Criticism papers of ENG 112 students only

Paragraph 1

The/Sounds

Remembering

The/However

The/The

Paragraph 2

Rarely

The/The

The/Possibly

Open-minded
Paragraph 3

I/Frequently

Students

I/Reconsidering

Out

I/I
Just
Paragraph 4

Almost

Given

I/Because
I/I

Yet

Paragraph 5

Generally

We

Finally
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