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SENTENCE TRACKER:

A CHECKLIST FOR WRITERS TO AVOID REPETITIOUS SENTENCE BEGINNINGS
ENG 100
GOAL: Using this Sentence Tracker will help you to avoid tiresome repetitions in your essay and will make your texts stronger and more varied.  
Step 1: Take a blank sheet of paper and write the following standard format that identifies you and your class at the top of your paper:

YOUR NAME:


   



YOUR CLASS: 
NAME OF YOUR WRITING PROJECT:
DATE:

    


Step 2: For all essays, please follow the example below.  Start by making a list of each paragraph heading: Introduction, Thesis, Paragraph A, Paragraph B, Paragraph C, Summary, Conclusion.  Make sure to leave about ten lines underneath each of these headings.  
Step 3: For each paragraph, write down ONLY the first word of each sentence.  

Step 4: Within this list of first words, circle any repetitions.  Any sentence beginning that comes from a quotation also counts, for example, the title of a literary work, such as Hamlet (the play) and Hamlet (the name of the character in that play).  
Step 5: Now replace all repeated words by rephrasing sentences that start with the same word, so that no two sentences in any paragraph start the same way.  However, you may start sentences in different paragraphs using the same word that you used to start a sentence in a previous paragraph.  
Step 6: Repeat steps 3, 4, and 5 for each of your remaining paragraphs, making sure that you have carefully avoided repetitious sentence beginnings.  

Step 7: After you have made all the necessary changes in your essay, generate a new Sentence Tracker which contains all the first words as they now appear in your corrected version.
Step 8: Submit your completed Sentence Tracker (whether handwritten or typed) with each of your three essays.
Step 9: Please complete a new tracker for each of your rewrites, even if you only changed two or three sentence beginnings.

These examples merely illustrate the sub-headings for each section.  You decide the length and number of sentences in each of your paragraphs, each of which should cover at least one-third of a page for all assignments.  
Scroll down to see the example below.  

Introduction (both Introduction and Thesis appear in one paragraph)
The/Sounds

Remembering

Generally

The/However

The/The
Thesis
The/Characteristics

Par. A

Rarely

We

The/The

Very

The/Possibly

Open-minded
Par. B

I/Frequently

Students

I/Reconsidering

Out

I/I
Just
Summary (both Summary and Conclusion appear in one paragraph for essays shorter than four or five pages)
Almost

Given

I/Because

Conclusion
I/I

Yet

Finally
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