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Born on this day (Encarta.com)
Qianlong, Chinese emperor (1711)[image: image2.png]



Thomas Hunt Morgan, geneticist (1866)

William Faulkner, novelist (1897)
Mark Rothko, painter (1903)
Barbara Walters, television journalist (1931)
Glenn Gould, Canadian pianist composer, broadcaster, and essayist (1932)
On this day in history (Encarta.com)
1513: The members of a Spanish expedition under Vasco Núñez de Balboa cross the Panamanian isthmus, becoming the first Europeans to see the Pacific Ocean. 
1690: Publick Occurrences, Both Forreign and Domestick, the first newspaper in the American colonies, publishes its only issue before being suppressed by the government. 
1789: Led by James Madison, the U.S. Congress approves 12 amendments to the Constitutition. Ten of these amendments, which will be ratified by the states in 1791, are known as the Bill of Rights. 
1957: After prolonged resistance by local leaders, nine African American students enter Central High School in Little Rock, Arkansas, under the protection of the National Guard. 
1965: Satchel Paige becomes the oldest pitcher in major league baseball history when he throws three scoreless innings for the Kansas City Athletics at the age of 59. 
Bill Clinton: I'll only stump for Obama after Jewish holidays, Haaretz, 9/25/08 

Former U.S. President Bill Clinton on Wednesday said in an interview with CNN's Larry King that he is postponing campaigning for Democratic presidential hopeful Barack Obama due to the upcoming Jewish holidays.  Clinton opened his annual summit of world leaders and celebrities called the Clinton Global Initiative in New York on Wednesday.
"When [the Clinton Global Initiative] is over, and after the Jewish holidays, which follow close on it, I intend to go to Florida, to Ohio, to northeast Pennsylvania, and to Nevada at a minimum," he told King. "I may do events in Arkansas depending on what the Democratic Party does down there. And I've agreed to do some fundraising for them in California and New York."  According to a CNN transcript, King asked Clinton, "Are you kind of feeling Jewish that you're waiting until after the Jewish holidays?" 
"No. But I think it would be - if we're trying to win in Florida, it may be that," Clinton said. He added that because of his background and political base, "they may want me to go sort of hustle up what Lawton Chiles used to call the 'cracker vote' there."  Returning to the subject of the Jewish vote, Clinton said, "Senator Obama also has a big stake in doing well in the Jewish community in Florida, where Hillary did very well and where I did very well. And I just think respecting the holidays is a good thing to do."
McCain Gambles In Effort To Regain The Offensive, Huffingtonpost, 9/24/08
John McCain, losing ground as the economic crisis deepens, sought […] to beat Barack Obama to the punch by suspending his campaign, postponing Friday's presidential debate, and calling for an emergency meeting between the President, congressional leaders and both nominees to produce legislation addressing the threat of a Wall Street collapse and a dangerous recession.

McCain's abrupt announcement, in an email sent out at 2:56 PM Wednesday, appeared designed to pre-empt Obama, who, according to aides, had already initiated efforts to seek a bipartisan solution. At 3:09 PM, just 14 minutes after the McCain email, Bill Burton of the Obama campaign sent out the following statement:

"At 8:30 this morning, Senator Obama called Senator McCain to ask him if he would join in issuing a joint statement outlining their shared principles and conditions for the Treasury proposal and urging Congress and the White House to act in a bipartisan manner to pass such a proposal. At 2:30 this afternoon, Senator McCain returned Senator Obama's call and agreed to join him in issuing such a statement. The two campaigns are currently working together on the details."

Later in the day, Obama rejected McCain's proposal to postpone the first debate. "This is exactly the time the American people need to hear from the person who in approximately 40 days will be responsible for dealing with this mess," Obama said. "What I've told the leadership in Congress is that if I can be helpful, then I am prepared to be anywhere, anytime. What I think is important is that we don't suddenly infuse Capitol Hill with presidential politics."

The contest to stand out as the stronger and more competent figure reflects the political imperative to appear equipped to grapple with the crisis facing the country. McCain's sudden pivot to a more sophisticated, statesman-like position demonstrates the Republican's awareness that his evident lack of intellectual comprehension over the past week, as well as his attempts to project 'populist' anger, were diminishing his stature.

[…] Sam Popkin, a political scientist at the University of California at San Diego, noted that canceling a presidential debate, as McCain is trying to do, can be seen as a sign of weakness. Popkin cited Jimmy Carter's cancellation of his debate against Teddy Kennedy in 1980, during the Iranian hostage crisis, as an example of a candidate trying to protect his flank in a hostile environment.
Fury at $2.5bn bonus for Lehman's New York staff, 
Independent.co.uk, Sept. 22, 2008
Up to 10,000 staff at the New York office of the bankrupt investment bank Lehman Brothers will share a bonus pool set aside for them that is worth $2.5bn (£1.4bn), Barclays Bank, which is buying the business, confirmed last night.  
The revelation sparked fury among the workers' former colleagues, Lehman's 5,000 staff based in London, who currently have no idea how long they will go on receiving even their basic salaries, let alone any bonus payments. It also prompted a renewed backlash over the compensation culture in global finance, with critics claiming that many bankers receive pay and rewards that bore no relation to the job they had done. […] 

Many of Lehman's UK staff are particularly angry about the US payouts because it has emerged that in the days running up to the bankruptcy, some $8bn in cash was transferred out of the account of the bank's European business into accounts at the New York head office. […] 
The row will increase pressure on the [British] Government to tackle perceptions that City pay is out of control. [British Prime Minister] Gordon Brown said Britain would review financial services awards following the credit crisis. "There's been a great deal of irresponsibility," the Prime Minister said. "There's an element of the bonus system that is unacceptable." […] 

A spokesman for the TUC [the British Trades Union Congress] said the US payouts were unfair. "It looks like those that will suffer the most from the Lehman Brothers' collapse are those at the bottom of the corporate chain while many of those at the top will be looked after," he said.  
Critics of the UK's attitude towards City pay also pointed out that the US has much stronger litigation laws. For example, advocates acting for Lehman creditors in the US said over the weekend that they might sue Richard Fuld, the investment bank's chief executive, who was paid $34.4m last year, in an attempt to force him to return some of the money.

Merkel Says Washington Helped Drag Europe into the Credit Crisis, Spiegel.de, 22 Sept. 2008
Response to Washington's multibillion-dollar Wall Street bailout has involved a lot of skeptical grumbling in Germany and the UK. German Chancellor Angela Merkel says the Bush administration has mishandled Wall Street, and that its refusal to adopt stricter rules led to the current crisis.

The United States government is campaigning around the world for support for its multibillion-dollar Wall Street rescue package. The reaction has been skeptical at best -- and in Europe the plan has been met with bareknuckled criticism.  German Chancellor Angela Merkel has accused the US government of serious failures which she believes contributed to the current credit crisis. In particular she blamed Washington for resisting stricter regulation.

[…] Over the weekend the US said it would provide $700 billion to cover bad debt on Wall Street and ensure the survival of some financial institutions. On Sunday US Treasury Secretary Henry Paulson then called on foreign governments to launch similar bailouts for their own banks. "We are talking very aggressively with other countries around the world and encouraging them to do similar things and I believe a number of them will," Paulson told ABC News. 

But the governments of Germany and Great Britain have shaken their heads. […]
Merkel complained that taxpayers would be forced to foot the bill in countries far beyond the US and Britain. […] As a result of the crisis, European countries including Germany, Britain and the Netherlands have announced temporary bans on short sales, which many experts say helped bring Wall Street's powerful investment banks to their knees. 

Too Big to Fail and Too Small to Matter by Norman Solomon, truthout.com, 9/23/08 
These times provide a crash course on the corporate state: If a company like AIG is too big to fail, the government will rescue it. Mere people - too small to matter - are expendable.  The insurance industry is too big to fail. A person's health is too small to matter, so - when it fails due to the absence or loopholes of insurance coverage - that's tough luck.

The Defense Department is too big to fail. The people it's killing in Iraq and Afghanistan are too small to matter.  The US nuclear arsenal is too big to fail. The Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, undermined by Washington, is too small to matter.  Overall, the warfare state is too big to fail. The virtues of peace are too small to matter.  Agribusiness is too big to fail. Family farmers are too dirt-small to matter.

The leverage for the US Treasury to subsidize Wall Street is too big to fail. The leverage to subsidize mothers and children kicked off welfare is too small to matter.  The political momentum for bailing out corporate America is too big to fail. The political momentum for funding adequate payment rates from Medicaid to reimburse healthcare providers is too small to matter.

The oil conglomerates are too big to fail. Global warming is too small to matter.  The prison industry is too big to fail. The need for preschool is too small to matter.  Corporate power is too big to fail. The ordeals of working people and want-to-be-working people are too small to matter.  Human worth as maximized by dollars: too big to fail. Human worth as affirmed by humanistic values: too small to matter.  he current odds of pumping at least several hundred billion taxpayer dollars into corporate America: too big to fail. The current odds of launching a massive federal jobs program: too small to matter.  

Such priorities and mindsets are in overdrive at the intersection of Pennsylvania Avenue and Wall Street. But a basic shift in government priorities is possible. That's what happened three-quarters of a century ago, when a progressive upsurge prevented the re-election of President Herbert Hoover - and then effectively mobilized to pressure the new occupant of the White House.

After campaigning in 1932 on a middle-of-the-road Democratic platform, Franklin Roosevelt went on to become a president who denounced the "economic royalists" and made common cause with working people and the unemployed. People across the country organized for social change. In the process, you might say, the power of progressive movements became too big to fail.

    Something like that could happen again. 

Out Ballots, Spiegel.de, 24 Sept. 2008

In countries outside the US, teams of volunteers and organizers are working long hours to make sure Americans living abroad can vote if they want to. The traditionally low number of overseas voters may skyrocket this year.  It can be easy to let civic duty slide from overseas, but with passions running higher than usual in 2008, volunteers who register American voters abroad say the presidential-election buzz is palpable. They've seen a swell of requests for absentee ballots. 

There are no reliable statistics for the number of expatriated Americans hoping to participate in this November's election. An estimated 5 to 7 million Americans live abroad, including military personnel, and that number always dwarfs the number of citizens who manage to send in a ballot. But observers have noticed a change in sentiment.

Jody Couser, a spokeswoman for the registration group Democrats Abroad, said, "We don't have exact statistics, but I can tell you we're signing up thousands of people every week."

And people who would normally not bother to vote were turning up for registration drives in Germany.

"If John McCain wins I'm not going back to the states," Berlin resident Sofia Holder said. She's a 24-year-old transplant from Houston, Texas, an aspiring photographer who says she's fed up with American politics.

Holder is one of many expatriates who have flocked to voter registration tables around the German capital set up to serve Americans who have rediscovered an urge to vote. "I've been meaning to do this for months now," said Peter Duvigneau, 34, a German-American from Washington, DC. "It seemed so complicated." He sat with his wife at St. Georges Bookshop in Berlin's Prenzlauer Berg neighborhood recently to fill out forms during a voter-registration drive. St. Georges is a focal point for expatriates in Berlin, since it sells books in English.

"If I didn't vote in this election I think it would bother me," Duvigneau said. "I want to feel like I participated." The registration drive at St. Georges was one of a month-long series of events around Berlin -- many hosted by Democrats Abroad -- aimed at recruiting Democratic voters. Not to be outdone, their counterpart group Republicans Abroad is hosting seminars and drives in Berlin and other places in support of their candidate. […]
"Overseas Vote will definitely make a difference in this election and we are concentrating on setting up the best system for people," said Mecl.  The Overseas Vote Foundation cooperates with study-abroad programs, and has support from Americans living as far away as India. 

FEAR AND SLANDER IN POLAND: Anti-Semitism Book Could Land Historian in Jail, Spiegel.de, Jan. 18, 2008
Prosecutors in Poland are considering charging the US historian Jan Tomasz Gross with slandering the Polish nation following the publication of his book on anti-Semitism in the country after World War II. The book has provoked a storm of controversy. Fear: Anti-Semitism in Poland after Auschwitz […] focuses on the 1946 Kielce pogrom in which 40 Jews were killed. He claims that such cases demonstrate a widespread wish in Polish society to rid the country of Jews. He argues that this was motivated by anti-Semitism and by people wishing to avoid disputes with returning Jewish neighbors over property. 

According to the Polish Institute of National Remembrance, which investigates both Nazi and Communist crimes, between 600 and 3,000 of the approximately 300,000 Jews who survived the Holocaust were subsequently killed in Poland. Gross, a professor at Princeton University, says around 200,000 Jews decided to leave the country after anti-Semitic attacks.

Study: Extending time of stroke drug treatment OK,  Assoc. Press, Sept.  2008

Stroke sufferers can still benefit from clot-busting medicine even if they receive it an hour or so beyond the current three-hour window after symptoms start, an important new study suggests.  The finding could potentially extend treatment to thousands more people each year and prevent many from being left disabled. However, it does not change long-standing advice that stroke victims seek immediate help if they feel sudden numbness or weakness in the face, arm or leg.

"Don't wait," said Dr. Larry Goldstein, director of Duke University's stroke center and a spokesman for the American Stroke Association. "If you think you are having symptoms, call 911."  The study by European doctors found that the clot dissolver could safely be given up to 4 1/2 hours after the start of symptoms. Results were published in Thursday's New England Journal of Medicine.

The New Realities in the United States: Internet wisdom, September 2008
I'm a little confused. Let me see if I have this straight:
1. If you grow up in Hawaii, raised by your grandparents, you're "exotic, different."
2. Grow up in Alaska eating mooseburgers: it’s a quintessential American story.
3. If your name is Barack you're a radical, unpatriotic Muslim.
4. Name your kids Willow, Trig and Track, you're a maverick.
5. Graduate from Harvard Law School and you are unstable.
6. Attend 5 different small colleges before graduating, you're well grounded.
7. If you spend 3 years as a brilliant community organizer, become the first black President of the Harvard Law Review, create a voter registration drive that registers 150,000 new voters, spend 12 years as a Constitutional Law professor, spend 8 years as a State Senator representing a district with over 750,000 people, become chairman of the State Senate's Health and Human Services Committee, spend 4 years in the United States Senate representing a state of 13 million people while sponsoring 131 bills and serving on the Foreign Affairs, Environment and Public Works and Veteran's Affairs committees, you don't have any real leadership experience.
8. If your total resume is: local weather girl,  4 years on the city council and 6 years as the mayor of a town with less than 7,000 people, 20 months as the governor of a state with only 650,000 people, then you're qualified to become the country's second highest ranking executive.
9. If you have been married to the same woman for 19 years while raising 2 beautiful daughters, all within Protestant churches, you're not a real Christian.
10. If you cheated on your first wife with a rich heiress, and left your disfigured wife and married the heiress the next month, you're a Christian.
11. If you teach responsible, age appropriate sex education, including the proper use of birth control, you are eroding the fiber of society.
12. If, while governor, you staunchly advocate abstinence only, with no other option in sex education in your state's school system while your unwed teen daughter ends up pregnant, you're very responsible. 
13. If your wife is a Harvard graduate lawyer who gave up a position in a prestigious law firm to work for the betterment of her inner city community, then gave that up to raise a family, your family's values don't represent America's.
14. If you're husband is nicknamed "First Dude," with at least one Drunk While Intoxicated conviction and no college education, who didn't register to vote until age 25 and once was a member of a group that advocated the secession of Alaska from the USA, your family is extremely admirable.
OK, much clearer now.
Nothing like Jewish Humor: Happy Jews, or, Question about Questions
Question: Why are four questions asked on Passover and no questions on Yom Kippur or Rosh Hashanah? 
Answer: Because to see a Jew upset and moan is not unusual and raises no questions, but to see a Jew happy –that demands an explanation. 
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