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Born on this day (Encarta.com)
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Samuel Johnson, writer and lexicographer (1709)

Jean Bernard Léon Foucault, physicist (1819)
John Diefenbaker, Canadian prime minister (1895)
Agnes de Mille, dancer and choreographer (1905)
Greta Garbo, Swedish-American motion-picture actor, noted for her beauty and reticence, who became a virtual recluse while still at the height of her popularity. She became a U.S. citizen in 1951, and in 1954 she received (in absentia) a special Academy Award for “her unforgettable screen performances” (1905)
On this day in history (Encarta.com)
1850: As part of the Compromise of 1850, the US Congress passes the Fugitive Slave Law, requiring officials in the North to help return runaway slaves to their owners in the South. 
1851: The first issue of the New York Daily Times appears. The word "Daily" will be dropped from the newspaper's title six years later. 
1895: African American educator Booker T. Washington makes his Atlanta Compromise speech, in which he encourages blacks to accept their inferior social position while working for economic self-reliance. 
1961: United Nations secretary general Dag Hammarskjöld dies in a plane crash in Africa while attempting to arrange a cease-fire in the Republic of the Congo 
1970: Rock guitarist Jimi Hendrix dies of drug-related causes at the age of 27 in London

Large anti-Palin Demonstrations in Anchorage, Alaska 

Sept. 13, 2008, Internet circulated photos
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US FINANCIAL CRISIS: “The World As We Know It Is Going Under”


Spiegel.de, Sept. 18, 2008

Panic is the word of the hour on Wall Street. Now even Morgan Stanley is fighting for survival. The commercial bank Wachovia and China's Bank Citic are being discussed as possible rescuers. The crisis has led President Bush to cancel a trip.  The original plan actually called for humor. On Wednesday evening, actress Christy Carlson Romano was supposed to ring the closing bell on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE) to mark her debut in the Broadway musical "Avenue Q." She plays two roles on stage -- a romantic kindergarten teaching assistant, and a slutty nightclub singer. 

After that day on the floor, the stock traders could have used a bit of comic relief. But it was not to be. Instead of Christy Carlson Romano, a NYSE employee in a joyless gray suit stood on the balcony and silently pressed a button. The bell rang and he disappeared. No waving, no clapping, none of the usual jubilation.

By the end of Wednesday, no one here was in the mood for laughter. The bad news on Wall Street was coming thick and fast. All the US indexes were crashing again after Tuesday's brief and deceptive breather. In its wild, rollercoaster ride, the Dow Jones lost about 450 points, which was almost as much as it lost on Monday, the most catastrophic day on US markets since 2001.

Investors were turning their back to the market in droves and fleeing to safer pastures. The price of gold broke its record for the highest increase in a one-day period.  Panic Is the Word of the Hour Traders abandoned the NYSE temple visually defeated and immune to the TV crews rushing past. The disastrous closing prices were flickering on the ticker above the NYSE entrance: American Express -8.4 percent; Citigroup -10.9 percent; JPMorgan Chase -12.2 percent. American icons, abused like stray dogs. Even Apple took a hit. […]
Things got worse after the markets closed. Washington Mutual, America's fourth-largest bank, announced that it had started the process of putting itself up for sale. The Wall Street Journal reported that both Wells Fargo and the banking giant Citigroup were interested in taking over the battered American savings bank. And then came the announcement that would dominate all of Thursday's market activities: Morgan Stanley -- the venerable Wall Street institution and one of the last two US investment banks left standing -- had lost massive amounts and was fighting for survival. 
Media reports were saying that it was even in talks about a possible bail-out or merger. Rumor had it that possible suitors might include Wachovia or China's Bank Citic.  China?  "Folks," economist Larry Kudlow, a host on the business channel CNBC begged his viewers that evening, "let's not let this magnificent country go down!"  In fact, it really does look as if the foundations of US capitalism have shattered. Since 1864, American banking has been split into commercial banks and investment banks. But now that's changing. Bear Stearns, Lehman Brothers, Merrill Lynch -- overnight, some of the biggest names on Wall Street have disappeared into thin air. Goldman Sachs and Morgan Stanley are the only giants left standing. Despite tolerable quarterly results, even they have been hurt by mysterious slumps in prices and -- at least in Morgan Stanley's case -- have prepared themselves for the end. 

"Nothing will ever be like it was before," said James Allroy, a broker who was brooding over his chai latte at a Starbucks on Wall Street. "The world as we know it is going under."  Many are drawing comparisons with the Great Depression, the national trauma that has been the benchmark for everything since. "I think it has the chance to be the worst period of time since 1929," financing legend Donald Trump told CNN. And the Wall Street Journal seconds that opinion, giving one story the title: "Worst Crisis Since '30s, With No End Yet in Sight."

But what's happening? Experts have so far been unable to agree on any conclusions. Is this the beginning of the end? Or is it just a painful, but normal cycle correcting the excesses of recent years? Does responsibility lie with the ratings agencies, which have been overvaluing financial institutions for a long time? Or did dubious short sellers manipulate stock prices -- after all, they were suspected of having caused the last stock market crisis in July.

The only thing that is certain is that the era of the unbridled free-market economy in the US has passed -- at least for now. The near nationalization of AIG, America's largest insurance company, with an $85 billion cash infusion -- a bill footed by taxpayers -- was a staggering move. The sum is three times as high as the guarantee provided by the Federal Reserve when Bear Stearns was sold to JPMorgan Chase in March. 

The most breathtaking aspect about this week's crisis, though, is that the life raft -- which Washington had only previously used to bail out the mortgage giants Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac -- is being handed out by a government whose party usually fights against any form of government intervention. The policy is anchored in its party platform. 

"I fear the government has passed the point of no return," financial historian Ron Chernow told the New York Times. "We have the irony of a free-market administration doing things that the most liberal Democratic administration would never have been doing in its wildest dreams."  The situation appears to be so serious that George W. Bush cancelled two domestic trips he had planned for Thursday on short notice. Instead, the president will remain in Washington to discuss the "serious challenges confronting US financial markets." 

The pastor who clashed with Palin by David Talbot: Salon.com
Baptist minister Howard Bess, who wrote a book Palin wanted banned and who fought her on abortion and gay rights, says the country should fear her election.  The Wasilla Assembly of God, the evangelical church where Sarah Palin came of age, was still charged with excitement on Sunday over Palin's sudden ascendance. Pastor Ed Kalnins warned his congregation not to talk with any journalists who might have been lurking in the pews -- and directly warned this reporter not to interview any of his flock. But Kalnins and other speakers at the service reveled in Palin's rise to global stardom.  It confirmed, they said, that God was making use of Wasilla. "She will take our message to the world!" rejoiced an Assembly of God youth ministry leader, as the church band rocked the high-vaulted wooden building with its electric gospel. 

That is what scares the Rev. Howard Bess. A retired American Baptist minister who pastors a small congregation in nearby Palmer, […] "She scares me," said Bess. "She's Jerry Falwell with a pretty face. "At this point, people in this country don't grasp what this person is all about. The key to understanding Sarah Palin is understanding her radical theology." 

Bess – […] The retired minister moved to the Mat-Su Valley with his wife, Darlene, in 1987, after his outspoken defense of gay rights at Baptist churches in the Santa Barbara, Calif., area and Anchorage landed him in trouble with church officials. In the Mat-Su Valley, Bess plunged into community activism, helping launch an assortment of projects, from an arts council to a shelter for the mentally disabled. 

Inevitably, his work brought him into conflict with Palin and other highly politicized Christian fundamentalists in the valley. "Things got very intense around here in the '90s -- the culture war was very hot here," Bess said. "The evangelicals were trying to take over the valley. They took over the school board, the community hospital board, even the local electric utility. And Sarah Palin was in the direct center of all these culture battles, along with the churches she belonged to."  […] 
"I pushed her on the earth's creation, whether it was really less than 7,000 years old and whether dinosaurs and humans walked the earth at the same time. And she said yes, she'd seen images somewhere of dinosaur fossils with human footprints in them."  [He] also asked Palin if she truly believed in the End of Days, the doomsday scenario when the Messiah will return. "She looked in my eyes and said, 'Yes, I think I will see Jesus come back to earth in my lifetime.'" 

Bess is unnerved by the prospect of Palin -- a woman whose mind is given to dogmatic certitude -- standing one step away from the Oval Office. "It's truly frightening that someone like Sarah has risen to the national level," Bess said. "Like all religious fundamentalists -- Christian, Jewish, Muslim -- she is a dualist. They view life as an ongoing struggle to the finish between good and evil. Their mind-set is that you do not do business with evil -- you destroy it. Talking with the enemy is not part of their plan. That puts someone like Obama on the side of evil. 

"Forget all this chatter about whether or not she knows what the Bush doctrine is. That's trivial. The real disturbing thing about Sarah is her mind-set. It's her underlying belief system that will influence how she responds in an international crisis, if she's ever in that position, and has the full might of the U.S. military in her hands. She gave some indication of that thinking in her ABC interview, when she suggested how willing she would be to go to war with Russia. "Alaskans liked that certitude when she was dealing with corrupt politicians and the oil industry -- and there is something admirable about it. But when you're dealing with a complex and dangerous world as commander in chief, that's a different story." 

Bess said that he and fellow valley residents have long been charmed by the Sarah Palin who is now dazzling the American public. Despite their strong political differences, "she always has a warm greeting for me when we bump into each other. She's the most charming person you'll ever know."  "But," Bess adds, "this person's election would be a disaster for the country and the world." 

Blizzard of Lies: Anyone with an Internet connection can disprove many assertions of the McCain campaign by Paul Krugman, Spiegel.de, Sept. 12, 2008
Did you hear about how Barack Obama wants to have sex education in kindergarten, and called Sarah Palin a pig? Did you hear about how Ms. Palin told Congress, “Thanks, but no thanks” when it wanted to buy Alaska a Bridge to Nowhere?  These stories have two things in common: they’re all claims recently made by the McCain campaign -- and they’re all out-and-out lies. […]
I can’t think of any precedent, at least in America, for the blizzard of lies since the Republican convention. The Bush campaign’s lies in 2000 were artful -- you needed some grasp of arithmetic to realize that you were being conned. This year, however, the McCain campaign keeps making assertions that anyone with an Internet connection can disprove in a minute, and repeating these assertions over and over again.

Take the case of the Bridge to Nowhere, which supposedly gives Ms. Palin credentials as a reformer. Well, when campaigning for governor, Ms. Palin didn’t say “no thanks” -- she was all for the bridge, even though it had already become a national scandal, insisting that she would “not allow the spinmeisters to turn this project or any other into something that’s so negative.”  Oh, and when she finally did decide to cancel the project, she didn’t righteously reject a handout from Washington: she accepted the handout, but spent it on something else. You see, long before she decided to cancel the bridge, Congress had told Alaska that it could keep the federal money originally earmarked for that project and use it elsewhere.

So the whole story of Ms. Palin’s alleged heroic stand against wasteful spending is fiction. Or take the story of Mr. Obama’s alleged advocacy of kindergarten sex-ed. In reality, he supported legislation calling for “age and developmentally appropriate education”; in the case of young children, that would have meant guidance to help them avoid sexual predators.

And then there’s the claim that Mr. Obama’s use of the ordinary metaphor “putting lipstick on a pig” was a sexist smear, and on and on.

Why do the McCain people think they can get away with this stuff? Well, they’re probably counting on the common practice in the news media of being “balanced” at all costs. You know how it goes: If a politician says that black is white, the news report doesn’t say that he’s wrong, it reports that “some Democrats say” that he’s wrong. Or a grotesque lie from one side is paired with a trivial misstatement from the other, conveying the impression that both sides are equally dirty.

They’re probably also counting on the prevalence of horse-race reporting, so that instead of the story being “McCain campaign lies,” it becomes “Obama on defensive in face of attacks.”  Still, how upset should we be about the McCain campaign’s lies? I mean, politics ain’t beanbag, and all that.  One answer is that the muck being hurled by the McCain campaign is preventing a debate on real issues -- on whether the country really wants, for example, to continue the economic policies of the last eight years.  But there’s another answer, which may be even more important: how a politician campaigns tells you a lot about how he or she would govern.

I’m not talking about the theory, often advanced as a defense of horse-race political reporting, that the skills needed to run a winning campaign are the same as those needed to run the country. The contrast between the Bush political team’s ruthless effectiveness and the heckuva job done by the Bush administration is living, breathing, bumbling, and, in the case of the emerging Interior Department scandal, coke-snorting and bed-hopping proof to the contrary.

I’m talking, instead, about the relationship between the character of a campaign and that of the administration that follows. Thus, the deceptive and dishonest 2000 Bush-Cheney campaign provided an all-too-revealing preview of things to come. In fact, my early suspicion that we were being misled about the threat from Iraq came from the way the political tactics being used to sell the war resembled the tactics that had earlier been used to sell the Bush tax cuts.

And now the team that hopes to form the next administration is running a campaign that makes Bush-Cheney 2000 look like something out of a civics class. What does that say about how that team would run the country?  What it says, I’d argue, is that the Obama campaign is wrong to suggest that a McCain-Palin administration would just be a continuation of Bush-Cheney. If the way John McCain and Sarah Palin are campaigning is any indication, it would be much, much worse. 
Tzipi Livni is Israel's Barack Obama by Neri Livneh, Haaretz, Sept. 18, 2008
If, as John Lennon and Yoko Ono said, "Woman is the N----r of the World," then Tzipi Livni is Israel's Barack Obama.  Unlike Hillary Clinton, Livni did not exploit the fact that she was a woman in order to get elected. She is also not married to one of the most beloved individuals in the world.  Instead, Livni won the Kadima primary despite being a woman, and despite being married to a private man who prefers to steer clear from the limelight. (Israeli comics - all of them men, of course - are now busy thinking up new puns on the old "Mr. Tzipi Livni and Mrs. President.") 
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And all this while Livni is zealously trying to protect the privacy of her family, and is probably the last person anyone would turn to for a Rosh Hashanah cake recipe.  Livni, after all, strikes the perfect balance between "the beauty and the geek" - an autarkic individual who, albeit not being a beauty pageant runner-up, is nevertheless disinclined to change her wardrobe or haircut, and who still knows more about numbers and probabilities than at least two former generals: Dichter and "alpha male" Mofaz. 
These generals have tried everything in their power to stop her. One of them, who, as Labor chair, has only a slim chance of beating her in the general elections, belittlingly called her "Tzipora", while the defeated and deflated alpha male remarked on her hesitancy and military inexperience. As though it's wrong to hesitate - in a true "womanly fashion" - before rushing in to make poor decisions like a regular macho. […]

Not only is this the first time in Israel's history that a woman is elected to head a major party (Golda Meir doesn't count; she was appointed by a party committee), but one must also consider the quality of the woman chosen.  Unlike MKs Ruhama Avraham and Esterina Tartman, Livni is deliberately non-coquettish, and not very warm. Yet she managed to single-handedly beat all the polished politicians and generals despite being a woman, and precisely because she acted like an "inexperienced" one at that - by being candid, honest and unwilling to pay fake compliments to Kadima functionaries. 
A new wind of hope is now blowing: One small step for Kadima, one giant leap for womankind in Israel. Perhaps it won't be long before the three authorities - judicial, legislative and executive - will all be headed by women.
Mailman Charged With Stealing Mail: Police: Money Was Use To Fuel Heroin Habit, Source: WCAU-TV, Sept. 17, 2008
A local mail carrier is accused of taking money out of mail he was supposed to deliver. Brian Evans, 24, worked out of the Norwood, PA, post office until last month. Postal investigators claim he was stealing the mail he was supposed to be delivering.  Evans had only been on the job a few months. According to an affidavit, only on the job for a few months, He would rifle through letters and birthday cards, according to an affidavit. Evans admitted to taking the money to fuel his heroin habit, according to a police statement.

His customers were the ones who tipped off investigators, according to the affidavit. Some told NBC 10 that they became suspicious when several pieces of outgoing mail never made it to their destination. Postal inspectors took those complaints and planted gift cards inside marked envelopes that should have been delivered on Evans route, according to the affidavit. The mailman took the bait and solidified their case, police said. 

Tea 'healthier' drink than water, BBCnews.com, Aug. 24, 2008
Drinking three or more cups of tea a day is as good for you as drinking plenty of water and may even have extra health benefits, say researchers.  The work in the European Journal of Clinical Nutrition dispels the common belief that tea dehydrates.  Tea not only rehydrates as well as water does, but it can also protect against heart disease and some cancers, UK nutritionists found.  Experts believe flavonoids are the key ingredient in tea that promote health. 

Nothing like Jewish Humor: Moses at an American Country Club
Shloyme Silberstein has become rich and wants to show off. So he orders his driver to drive him to this new exclusive golf club with his new Cadillac. But unfortunately a sign at the door unmistakably states that Jews are not permitted access. So the driver wants to return, but not Shloyme! Shloyme says: "Wait here for me."  His driver responds: "But don't you see the sign, they will kick you out immediately!"  Shloyme : "But I don't have to tell them I am Jewish." And he leaves for the gate.  

So the driver waits... One hour... two hours... three hours... Indeed, finally after three and a half hours Shloyme is kicked out by two body-builder type guardsmen.  The driver asks: "What happened?"  Shloyme answers: "Everything was fine until we played hole number eight! Accidentally I shot my ball into one of these ponds.  I shouted: 'Oh, my G-d, what shall I do now?' And then the waters separated and everybody knew..."  
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