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Born on this day
Philip II, French king (1165)
Aubrey Beardsley, artist (1872)
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Count Basie, jazz bandleader (1904)
Kenny Rogers, country singer (1938)

Archie Griffin, running back (1954)
On this day in history

1831: Virginia slave Nat Turner begins a slave rebellion in Southampton County in which over 50 whites are killed. Turner is captured six weeks later after the rebellion has ended. 
1858: Abraham Lincoln and Stephen Douglas meet in the first of their series of debates on the subject of slavery during the Illinois senatorial race.
1911: The Mona Lisa by Leonardo da Vinci is stolen from the Louvre museum, Paris, France. It is recovered in 1913. 
1959: Hawaii becomes the 50th state in the Union. 
1961: Kenyan nationalist Jomo Kenyatta is released from prison by British colonial authorities in Kenya. He had been imprisoned in 1952 following the Mau-Mau Rebellion. 
1983: Philippine opposition leader Benigno Aquino is assassinated by allies of President Ferdinand Marcos as he steps off a plane in Manila to end his three-year exile from the Philippines.
China’s Rise Goes Beyond Gold Medal, Spiegel.de, Aug. 21, 2008
Today, it’s the athletic surge that dazzles us, but China will leave a similar outsize footprint in the arts, in business, in science, in education.  China is on track to displace the United States as the winner of the most Olympic gold medals this year. Get used to it. 

The world we are familiar with, dominated by America and Europe, is a historical anomaly. Until the 1400s, the largest economies in the world were China and India, and forecasters then might have assumed that they would be the ones to colonize the Americas -- meaning that by all rights this newspaper should be printed in Chinese or perhaps Hindi.

But then China and India both began to fall apart at just the time that Europe began to rise. 

Now the world is reverting to its normal state -- a powerful Asia -- and we will have to adjust.  […] During the rise of the West, Chinese culture constantly had to adapt. When the first Westerners arrived and brought their faith in the Virgin Mary, China didn’t have an equivalent female figure to work miracles -- so Guan Yin, the God of Mercy, underwent a sex change and became the Goddess of Mercy. Now it will be our turn to scramble to compete with a rising Asia.

This transition to Chinese dominance will be a difficult process for the entire international community, made more so by China’s prickly nationalism. China still sees the world through the prism of guochi, or national humiliation, and among some young Chinese success sometimes seems to have produced not so much national self-confidence as cockiness.  China’s intelligence agencies are becoming more aggressive in targeting America, including corporate secrets, and the Chinese military is busily funding new efforts to poke holes in American military pre-eminence. These include space weapons, cyberwarfare and technologies to threaten American aircraft carrier groups.

President Bush was roundly criticized for attending the Beijing Olympics, but, in retrospect, I think he was right to attend. The most important bilateral relationship in the world in the coming years will be the one between China and the United States, and Mr. Bush won enormous good will from the Chinese people by showing up. Having won that political capital, though, Mr. Bush didn’t spend it. Mr. Bush should have spoken out more forcefully on behalf of human rights, including urging Beijing to stop shipping the weapons used for genocide in Darfur. 

It’s a difficult balance to get right, but China’s determination to top the gold medal charts -- and its overwhelming efforts to find and train the best athletes -- bespeaks a larger desire for international respect and legitimacy. We can use that desire also to shame and coax better behavior out of China’s leaders. When the Chinese government sentences two frail women in their late 70s to labor camp because they applied to hold a legal protest during the Olympics, as it just has, then that is an outrage to be addressed not by “silent diplomacy” but by pointing it out.

We also must recognize that informal pressures are becoming increasingly important. The most important figure in China-U.S. relations today isn’t the ambassador for either country; it is Yao Ming, the basketball player -- and David Stern, the commissioner of the N.B.A., is second. The biggest force for democratization isn’t the Group of 7 governments, but is the millions of Chinese who study in the West and return -- sometimes with green cards or blue passports, but always with greater expectations of freedom. […]
Israel 'worry' at settler attacks, Haaretz and bbcnews.com, Aug. 15, 2008

Israeli security officials are reported to have raised concerns about an increase in violence by Jewish settlers in the West Bank. The Israeli Haaretz newspaper said officials had found an increase in incidents of settlers causing harm to Palestinians and to Israeli soldiers. There were 429 incidents in the first half of 2008, against 551 in 2007. There are frequent reports of settlers harassing Palestinians, with two attacks recently captured on video. These have been widely broadcast and have brought the issue to greater prominence. 

Haaretz said police, army and security services had also discussed allegations that some police and soldiers were deliberately ignoring violence by settlers against Palestinians, because they preferred not to get involved in difficult issues. 

In July, an Israeli rights group published a report saying nine out of 10 investigations into alleged attacks on Palestinians by Israeli settlers ended without anyone being charged. 

The Yesh Din group said that, of 163 cases that it looked at, only 13 had ended with a assailants being indicted. […]
Senator, grow up! Open letter to McCain by Keith Olbermann, MSNBC, 8-18-2008

"Though victory in Iraq is finally in sight," you told the V-F-W today, Senator McCain, "a great deal still depends on the decisions and good judgment of the next president. The hard-won gains of our troops hang in the balance. The lasting advantage of a peaceful and democratic ally in the heart of the Middle East could still be squandered by hasty withdrawal and arbitrary timelines. And this is one of many problems in the shifting positions of my opponent, Senator Obama." 

The shifting positions of Senator Obama?  Senator McCain - on the 22nd of May, 2003, you said, of Iraq, on the Senate floor, quote: "We won a massive victory in a few weeks, and we did so with very limited loss of American and allied lives. We were able to end aggression with minimum overall loss of life, and we were even able to greatly reduce the civilian casualties of Afghani and Iraqi citizens.

Senator - you declared victory in Iraq, five years and nearly three months ago.  Today you say: "victory in Iraq is finally in sight"?  The victory you already proclaimed five years ago?  Are we going back in time Sir?  If that had not been enough, in June of 2003, with even Fox News noting "many argue the conflict (in Iraq) isn't over," you answered:

"Well, then why was there a banner that said 'Mission Accomplished' on the aircraft carrier? Look, the - I have said a long time that reconstruction of Iraq would be a long, long, difficult process, but the conflict - the major conflict is over, the regime change has been accomplished, and it's very appropriate."  In 2003, your war was won, because somebody was putting up a... banner.  In 2008, your war might finally be won, because you are putting up... a campaign based on the mirage that Iraq is winnable.

And yet it is Obama shifting positions on Iraq?  Even if this country were to forget, Senator, the victory lap you and President Bush took five years ago - just on their face, your remarks today at the V-F-W, Senator, are nonsensical.  […] Please, Senator McCain, stop!  This is embarrassing. […]
More over, Senator McCain missed 10 of the 14 Senate votes on Iraq up to the middle of last year. This year, he has missed them all - including one to honor the sacrifice of the fallen.  He has voted to table or oppose:  20 million dollars for veteran's health care facilities.

322 million dollars for safety equipment for our troops in Iraq.  430 million dollars for veterans outpatient care.  One billion dollars in new equipment for the National Guard.  And, in separate votes: One billion, 500 million dollars in additional Veterans' medical care, to be created by closing tax loopholes.  And one billion, 800 million dollars in additional Veterans' medical care, to be created by closing tax loopholes.

And yet, Sir, you have the audacity to stand in front of the very Veterans you repeatedly and consistently sell out, and claim it is your opponent who has put politics first, and country second. […] 
Senator, three points: One - is your increasingly extremist and reactionary language towards Senator Obama really the method by which you want to try to achieve the Presidency - or perhaps split the country if you succeed? 

Two - criticizing a man for having quote "the ambition to be president"? Seriously? You do realize you are currently running for president, as well, right? That either you also have "ambition to be president" or, what?, somebody's blackmailing you into it?

 
And three - you might want to ask somebody - somebody other than say, your Foreign Policy Advisor, Randy Scheunemann - whether or not you are making a jackass out of yourself every time you bring up the conflict between Georgia and Russia. The Georgians have paid Mr. Scheunemann and his companies 800-thousand dollars over the last several years to lobby for them.  It's pretty clear the Georgians have bought Mr. Scheunemann.

And, Senator McCain, it sure as hell looks like the Georgians thought they had bought you.  When you had the tastelessness to paraphrase the rallying cry of 9/11 and say that we are now all Georgians, that nation's President called you out... He said that your words were very nice, but he needed action - not a verbal receipt from a lobbyist and his pet Senator! […] 
Senator McCain - did you pay any attention to the Democratic primaries? Did you notice the hair-pulling frenzy of some of Senator Clinton's supporters who could not face the possibility that her loss might have been her fault - or theirs - and thus it must be ours? […] The public sees through this nonsense, Senator - they see through it quickly. […]
Senator, let me wrap this up. You - and your campaign - need a serious and immediate attitude adjustment.  Despite what you may think, Senator McCain, this is not a coronation.  Despite how you have acted, Senator McCain, you have no automatic excuse to politicize anything you want.  Despite how you have whined, Senator McCain, you have no entitlement to only sycophantic, deceptive, air-brushed coverage in the media.

And despite how you have strutted, Senator McCain, you have no God-given right to the Presidency.  Let's have an adult campaign here, in other words - and I am embarrassed to have to say this to a man who turns 72 at the end of this month - Senator, grow up!  Good night, and good luck.

Caroline, Pull a Cheney: An Open Letter to Caroline Kennedy 
by Michael Moore, Aug. 19, 2008
Dear Caroline, 

We've never met, so I hope you don't find this letter too presumptuous or inappropriate. As its contents involve the public's business, I am sending this to you via the public on the Internet. I knew your brother John. He was a great guy, and I know he would've had a ball during this thrilling and historic election year. We all miss him dearly. 

Barack Obama selected you to head up his search for a vice presidential candidate. It appears we may be just days (hours?) away from learning who that choice will be. 

The media is reporting that Senator Obama has narrowed his alternatives to three men: Joe Biden, Evan Bayh and Tim Kaine. They're all decent fellows, but they are far from the core of what the Obama campaign has been about: Change. Real change. Out with the old. And don't invade countries that pose no threat to us. […] 
For Obama to place either of these senators on the ticket would be a huge blow to the millions that chose him in the primaries over Hillary. He will undercut one of the strongest advantages he has over the Hundred-Year War senator, Mr. McCain. By anointing a VP who did what McCain did in throwing us into this war, Mr. Obama will lose the moral high ground in the debates. […]
What Obama needs is a vice presidential candidate who is NOT a professional politician, but someone who is well-known and beloved by people across the political spectrum; someone who, like Obama, spoke out against the war; someone who has a good and generous heart, who will be cheered by the rest of the world; someone whom we've known and loved and admired all our lives and who has dedicated her life to public service and to the greater good for all. That person, Caroline, is you. I cannot think of a more winning ticket than one that reads: "OBAMA-KENNEDY." 

Caroline, I know that nominating yourself is the furthest idea from your mind and not consistent with who you are, but there would be some poetic justice to such an action. Just think, eight years after the last head of a vice presidential search team looked far and wide for a VP -- and then picked himself (a move topped only by his hubris to then lead the country to near ruin while in office) -- along comes Caroline Kennedy to return the favor with far different results, a vice president who helps restore America to its goodness and greatness. 

Caroline, you are one of the most beloved and respected women in this country, and you have been so admired throughout your life. You chose a life outside of politics, to work for charities and schools, to write and lecture, to raise a wonderful family. But you did not choose to lead a private life. You have traveled the world and met with its leaders, giving you much experience on the world stage, a stage you have been on since you were a little girl. 

The nation has, remarkably (considering our fascination with celebrity), left you alone and let you live your life in peace. (It's like, long ago, we all collectively agreed that, with her father tragically gone, a man who died because he wanted to serve his country, we would look out for her, we would wish for her to be happy and well, and we would have her back. But we would let her be.) 

Now, I am breaking this unwritten code and asking you to come forward and help us in our hour of need. So many families are hurting, losing their homes, going bankrupt with health care bills, seeing their public schools in shambles and living with this war without end. This is a historic year for women, from Hillary's candidacy to the numerous women running for the House and Senate. This is the year that a woman should be on the Democratic ticket. This is the year that both names on that ticket should be people OUTSIDE the party machine. This is the year millions of independents and, yes, millions of Republicans are looking for something new and fresh and bold (and you are the Kennedy Republicans would vote for!). 

This is the moment, Caroline. Seize it! And Barack, if you're reading this, you probably know that she is far too humble and decent to nominate herself. So step up and surprise us again. Step up and be different than every politician we have witnessed in our lifetime. Keep the passion burning amongst the young people and others who have been energized by your unexpected, unpredicted, against-all-odds candidacy that has ignited and inspired a nation. Do it for all those reasons. Make Caroline Kennedy your VP. "Obama-Kennedy." Wow, does that sound so cool. 

Caroline, thanks for letting me intrude on your life. How wonderful it will be to have a vice president who will respect the Constitution, who will support (instead of control) her president, who will never let her staff out a CIA agent, and who will never tell her country that she is "currently residing in an undisclosed location."  Say it one more time: "OBAMA-KENNEDY." A move like that might send a message to the country that the Democrats would actually like to win an election for once. 

Yours, Michael Moore, MMFlint@aol.com, MichaelMoore.com
45,000 gallons of oil foul northwestern Pa. forest, Assoc. Press, Aug 21, 2008

About 45,000 gallons of oil are contaminating the Allegheny National Forest (in Ludlow, PA) more than four times the initial estimate. Meanwhile, police have filed more serious charges against the father and son team accused of causing the contamination, leading a judge to set bail at $500,000.

Police say 42-year-old Andrew Horton dropped off his son, 22-year-old Christopher, at oil tanks owned by Snyder Brothers. Police say the younger Horton opened the valves on the tanks, spilling the oil into the forest and contaminating a stream that spills into a northwestern Pennsylvania reservoir. Police say both men were disgruntled former employees of Snyder.  The state Department of Environmental Protection is working to clean the forest.
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Cancer: The Facts, BBCnews.com, Jan. 30, 2004
One in three of us will be diagnosed with cancer during our life. 

The disease tends to affect older people - but can strike at any time. 

Excluding certain skin cancers, there were more than 270,000 new cases of the disease in 2001 - and the rate is increasing by about 1% a year. 

Some cancer, such as breast, are becoming more common, while new cases of lung cancer fall away due to the drop in the number of smokers. 

However, while the overall number of new cancers is not falling, the good news is that successful treatment rates for many of the most common types are improving rapidly. 

Nothing like Jewish Humor: Old timer and newcomer at Retirement Home
‘
Morty Rosenthal is a new member of the Golden Goose retirement community, and is passing the morning sunning himself on a bench near the garden and minding his own business.  Rebecca, out for her morning constitutional, sees Morty, and says, "Do you mind?"  "Not at all," Morty says. So Rebecca sits down on the opposite end of his bench.  "So nu, you're new here?" Rebecca asks rhetorically. "Yes," Morty affims.  "So nu, you are from where?" Rebecca inquires.  "Washington," Morty answers.  "The capitol or the state?" asks Rebecca.  "The state," replies Morty.  "So nu, how old are you?" Rebecca asks.  "I'll be 72 in October," Morty replies. Not yet satisfied with the answers, Rebecca presses on with "What did you do in Washington?" "I was in prison," Morty retorts. "Oy vey! Really?" says Rebecca. "What were you in prison for?" "My wife of twenty years was always asking stupid questions, so I murdered her and put her down the garbage disposal," he says. "Sooo," purrs Rebecca, "you're single?"
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