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Born on this day
Emil Nolde, painter (1867)
Mata Hari (1876-1917), Dutch courtesan (prostitute) and dancer who was executed as a German spy in 1917 during World War I. Her exotic name lives on and has come to stand for espionage and political intrigue. Whether she was guilty of passing important military secrets, however, remains a matter of debate.
Ralph Bunche, scholar and diplomat (1904)
Nicholas Ray, film director (1911)

Garrison Keillor, writer and radio host (1942)

On this day in history

1934: The United States Court of Appeals rules that James Joyce's novel Ulysses is not obscene and may be brought into the U.S. 
1941: Rabindranath Tagore, the Indian poet, songwriter, philosopher, and advocate for independence who won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1913, dies at the age of 80. 
1942: United States Marines land at Guadalcanal in the Solomon Islands, making the first assault of U.S. troops on Japanese positions in the Pacific Ocean. U.S. forces finally capture the island in February 1943. 
1947: In a recreation of a possible prehistoric migration, Norwegian explorer Thor Heyerdahl lands his balsa raft, the Kon-Tiki, on a Polynesian island after a journey from Peru. 
1961: Soviet cosmonaut Gherman Titov completes 17 orbits of the Earth in 25.5 hours in Vostok 2, becoming the first person to spend more than a day in space. 
1964: After two reported North Vietnamese attacks on U.S. warships, the U.S. Congress approves the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution, giving President Lyndon Johnson the power to launch the Vietnam War.
BEIJING'S BALANCING ACT: China's Summer of Living Dangerously, 

Spiegel.de, Aug. 4, 2008

The Chinese Communist regime's had planned to stage the 2008 Olympic Games as a triumphant celebration of itself as a model of success. But anyone traveling through the country's provinces will encounter a crumbling realm threatened by forces released by its economic boom.

The man who can explain China is sitting in a private booth in an old teahouse in Beijing, holding court at an antique table with a laptop on it. […] In the world outside, the Olympic Torch is making its way through the country and slowly approaching Beijing. The man says that the West is taking the easy route with China, despite its enormous complexity. "In this country, every movement takes place at the edge of an abyss."

[…] the man will talk about his country, both critically and with affection, and about the steep, rocky path on which he believes the country finds itself, and he will say that China would probably break apart without the regulatory hand of the party, and that holding it all together takes patience, wisdom and even some luck.

The man insists on anonymity because his connections extend into the highest ranks of the party and government and because, now, shortly before the Olympics, all words are laden with meaning. He knows the major players because he himself is the son of a once-powerful man who fell out of favor while former dictator Mao Zedong was still alive. 

An Olive Branch From the Dalai Lama, Spiegel.de, English edition, Aug. 7, 2008
With the Tibet question casting a shadow over the Olympics, the Dalai Lama has expressed an unprecedented willingness to compromise and accept Communist Party rule in Tibet.  When the Olympics open on Friday, the Dalai Lama won’t be there. Each side put out feelers about his attendance and was tantalized by the idea, but in the end the mutual distrust was too great to overcome. 

Tibet is one of the major shadows over the Olympics and over China’s rise as a great power, sullying its international image and triggering unrest that is likely to worsen in coming years. Yet that doesn’t have to be.  In June, I sat down for a private meeting with the Dalai Lama, and we talked at length about what kind of a deal he and China might be willing to accept. He was far more flexible and pragmatic about a resolution of the Tibet question than public statements had led me to believe.  But he also wonders if his engagement policy with China is getting anywhere: If the stalemate continues, he may just give up on Beijing.

I have continued the discussion with Tibetan officials since then (just as I have had similar discussions with Chinese officials), and China’s perception of the Dalai Lama as sticking rigidly to old positions is mistaken. The Dalai Lama recognizes that time is running out, and he is signaling a willingness to deal — comparable to the way President Richard Nixon sent signals to Beijing that he was ready to rethink the China-U.S. relationship before his visit to China in 1972. 

One signal is this: For the first time, the Dalai Lama is willing to state that he can accept the socialist system in Tibet under Communist Party rule. This is something that Beijing has always demanded, and, after long discussion, the Dalai Lama has agreed to do so.  “The main thing is to preserve our culture, to preserve the character of Tibet,” the Dalai Lama told me. “That is what is most important, not politics.”

That is a significant concession, and China must now reciprocate. The present track of talks between the Communist Party’s United Front Work Department and the Dalai Lama’s representatives will never get anywhere.  […]
In my interviews in Tibetan areas of China this year, young people told me repeatedly of their frustration that the Dalai Lama is too conciliatory and that a violent liberation movement would be necessary after his death. […]
The Tibetan language would also be used in government offices in all Tibetan areas, alongside Chinese, and there would be a new push (as there was in the 1980s) to increase the proportion of ethnic Tibetans holding government and party positions. The upshot would be a Tibet that remains politically under the control of the Communist Party. It would not be a democracy or a multiparty system, but it would be able to preserve its character indefinitely as a distinctly Tibetan and Buddhist region, both inside and outside the formal Tibet Autonomous Region. And Tibet can be free only if it is first preserved. […] The ball is in the Chinese court. 

GAZA'S LIFELINES: Tunnels to Egypt Keep Hamas in Business, 
Spiegel.de, Aug. 4, 2008

One year after assuming total power over the Gaza Strip, Hamas is stronger then ever. Its weapons caches are overflowing and its control over daily life is secure. The Islamists can go about their business largely thanks to the supplies that get in via the tunnels connecting Gaza to Egypt.  The king of the tunnel builders had given a dazzling party, with roses from Egypt and dancing into the early morning hours. Thousands of people came to the event to celebrate his wedding to his 15-year-old bride. He had chosen the girl, and her family gave her up gladly, because no one contradicts the man they call Abu Ibrahim. 

He is the richest man in Rafah and is believed to be worth millions. He drives a gold-colored Jeep and has built a multistory commercial building, the only structure of its kind far and wide. He already has one wife and 10 children, and now he has this second wife, for whom he had a wedding bed, a refrigerator and two television sets brought in from Egypt through the tunnels.

Abu Ibrahim, 38, has Hamas to thank for his wealth, and Hamas owes its power in the Gaza Strip to Abu Ibrahim. A quarter century ago he dug his first tunnel under the border to Egypt. He was 13 years old at the time and one of the first to venture into the underworld of Rafah. At first he smuggled gold, cheese and cigarettes, but after the beginning of the second Intifada in 2000 his business shifted mainly to weapons. It was Ibrahim who helped arm the Islamists and provided them with the Kalashnikovs, ammunition and explosives they have used since assuming power in June of last year. 

Although Hamas won a military victory over its rival, Fatah, on June 14, 2007, a second, silent civil war for lasting control over the Gaza Strip continues today, a year later. It is a conflict over who will determine law and order in the future, over bureaucracy and militias, and over who will collect taxes and who will be permitted to fire rockets at Israel.

[…] Hamas used the bombing as an excuse to conduct its biggest series of raids since assuming power, arresting 200 supposed activists with the rival Fatah movement, searching organizations affiliated with it and banning three newspapers. In response, the Fatah-led government in the West Bank arrested 150 Hamas members. Hundreds of Fatah members have since fled to Israel and earlier this week many of them were subsequently transferred to the West Bank.

The two unconnected parts of a future Palestine are drifting apart like separating continental plates. Meanwhile, the new masters of Gaza are continually expanding their control over the narrow Mediterranean coastal strip, and their most important helpers are the tunnel people of Rafah.

Israel receives 'last Ethiopians,' BBCnews, Aug. 4, 2008
Israel says it has carried out its last major airlift of Ethiopian Jews, ending a 30-year immigration scheme that has seen some 100,000 move there.  The Jewish Agency, which manages immigration to Israel, said the 65 flown from Addis Ababa were the last eligible under a quota imposed in 2003.  But campaigners said thousands more Ethiopians of Jewish descent, known as the Falash Mura, should be admitted. 

The Falash Mura were forced to convert to Christianity in the 19th Century. Ethiopia's last remaining Jewish community, the Falash Mura trace their roots to the biblical King Solomon.  But they are not eligible to enter Israel under the Law of Return, which guarantees a place in the country for every Jew, because they have largely been unable to prove they are Jewish. Ethiopian Jews who kept their faith throughout centuries of adversity were flown to Israel by the thousands in the 1980s and early 1990s. […] Correspondents say Ethiopian immigrants remain one of the poorest sections of Israeli society. 

Iranians suspend death by stoning, BBCnews, Aug. 5, 2008
Iran's has suspended the punishment of death by stoning, state media say. 
A judiciary spokesman said four people sentenced to die by stoning had had their sentences commuted and that all other cases had been put under review.  Lawyers and human rights campaigners have said at least eight women and a man are awaiting the punishment. 

Stoning is the penalty for crimes such as adultery under Iranian law, but it is rarely carried out. The last such execution was reportedly last year. 

Amnesty International called on Iran in January to abolish what it called a "horrific practice, designed to increase the suffering" of those condemned.  The country's penal code stipulates that before carrying out the punishment, men should be buried up to their waists and women up to their chests. The stones used must be large enough to cause the condemned pain, but not sufficient to kill immediately.  Amnesty also said a disproportionate number of those sentenced to death by stoning were women because they were not treated equally before the law and were particularly vulnerable to unfair trials. 

Book Says White House Ordered Forgery, truthout.org, Aug. 4, 2008
A new book by the author Ron Suskind claims that the White House ordered the CIA to forge a back-dated, handwritten letter from the head of Iraqi intelligence to Saddam Hussein.  Suskind writes in "The Way of the World," […] that the alleged forgery - adamantly denied by the White House - was designed to portray a false link between Hussein's regime and al Qaeda as a justification for the Iraq war. […] The author claims that such an operation, part of "false pretenses" for war, would apparently constitute illegal White House use of the CIA to influence a domestic audience, an arguably impeachable offense.  […]
The White House plans to push back hard. Fratto added: "Ron Suskind makes a living from gutter journalism. He is about selling books and making wild allegations that no one can verify, including the numerous bipartisan commissions that have reported on pre-war intelligence."  […]
Among the 415-page book's other highlights: […] Suskind reports that Bush initially told Cheney he had to "'step back' in large meetings when they were together, like those at the NSC [National Security Council], because people were addressing and deferring to Cheney. Cheney said he understood, that he'd mostly just take notes at the big tables and then he and Bush would meet privately, frequently, to discuss options and action."

Suskind contends Cheney established "deniability" for Bush as part of the vice president's "complex strategies, developed over decades, for how to protect a president." "After the searing experience of being in the Nixon White House, Cheney developed a view that the failure of Watergate was not the break-in, or even the cover-up, but the way the president had, in essence, been over-briefed. There were certain things a president shouldn't know - things that could be illegal, disruptive to key foreign relationships, or humiliating to the executive.
"They key was a signaling system, where the president made his wishes broadly known to a sufficiently powerful deputy who could take it from there. If an investigation ensued, or a foreign leader cried foul, the president could shrug. This was never something he'd authorized. The whole point of Cheney's model is to make a president less accountable for his action. Cheney's view is that accountability - a bedrock feature of representative democracy - is not, in every case, a virtue." […]
Suskind writes in the acknowledgments that his research assistant, Greg Jackson, "was sent to New York on a project for the book" in September 2007 and was "detained by federal agents in Manhattan. He was interrogated and his notes were confiscated, violations of his First and Fourth Amendment rights." The author provides no further detail.

The PATRIOT Act's War on Charity. Truthout.org, Aug. 5, 2008

Since the PATRIOT Act's passage almost seven years ago, many of its adverse effects on activist organizations and peace groups have become plain. The law grants the government broad new surveillance privileges and access to private property, and protests and demonstrations have been heavily monitored and contained in the wake of 9/11. But according to a new report, the worst effects on nonprofit organizations have garnered little attention. 
New powers granted to the Treasury Department currently allow the government to shut down charities based on unfounded claims; to bar nonprofits from operating in some international disaster zones, and to freeze the assets of "designated" charities, leaving large sums of money intended for humanitarian causes to fester indefinitely in Treasury vaults. 

 […] "U.S. nonprofits operate within a legal regime that harms charitable programs, undermines the independence of the nonprofit sector, and weakens civil society," states the recent report, co-authored by the watchdog organization OMB Watch and the philanthropic network Grantmakers Without Borders (GWB). Seven US nonprofits have been completely shut down for "supporting terrorism." 

According to Kay Guinane, OMB Watch's director of nonprofit speech rights and one of the report's co-authors, the government has a free hand to act based purely on suspicion when it comes to the nonprofit sector. Executive Order 13224, which outlaws contact with "terrorist organizations," is vague about the criteria for how the "terrorist" label - or the "terrorist supporter" label - is to be designated or investigated.  
In fact, Guinane told Truthout, "The PATRIOT Act itself allows organizations to be shut down 'pending an investigation.'" One such organization, Kind Hearts for Charitable Human Development, has not even been designated as a supporter of terrorism, though it was shut down a year and a half ago.  All of the organizations shut down by the government have been Muslim-affiliated charities, according to Guinane. 

The PATRIOT Act and its cousins deal a particularly hard blow to US charities that operate internationally. The OMB Watch/GWB report notes that after the 2004 tsunami in Southeast Asia, groups attempting to distribute food and water in areas controlled by the Tamil Tigers risked violating the executive order, which forbids providing "material support" to members of terrorist organizations. […]
"This law is so sweeping that it makes it a crime for our clients to provide medical services to tsunami survivors in Sri Lanka and to provide assistance in human rights advocacy to the Kurds in Turkey,” Cole said during a 2005 hearing.  […] Several organizations whose funds were seized have asked that that money be released and put toward government-approved charities. For example, the Islamic American Relief Agency, barred access to its funds, requested that they be used for humanitarian purposes, such as aid programs to assist victims of Hurricane Katrina and of the 2005 earthquake in Pakistan. Those requests were categorically denied. 

According to Guinane, the amount of money seized from nonprofits under counterterrorism laws has not been disclosed by the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC), although OMB Watch has repeatedly asked for the information. […] This type of secrecy is typical of the government's post-9/11 treatment of nonprofits, according to the OMB Watch/GWB report. To shut down an organization, OFAC need not explain the reasons for its actions, or back them up with evidence. No independent review is granted to charities that attempt to challenge their terrorist designation, and most of their due-process rights are denied. They do not have a chance to present their own evidence to counter the government's accusations. What's more, the government has no obligation to notify an organization before it is deemed a terrorist supporter and its funds are seized. 

Under the PATRIOT Act, the whims of the administration take precedence over nonprofit groups' constitutional rights, according to Cole. "The legal regime employed in the name of cutting off terror financing gives the executive branch a 'blank check' to blacklist disfavored individuals and groups, imposes guilt by association, and lacks even minimal attributes of fair process," Cole said during a July press briefing. 

So far, Congress has not moved to keep the administration's counterterrorism programs in check. According to the OMB Watch/GWB report, in order to repair the PATRIOT Act's damage to the nonprofit sector, Congressional action is a first step. "Congress should conduct effective oversight and re-assess the current approach to charities, grantmakers and other nonprofits," the report states. 

Broccoli may undo diabetes damage, BBCnews, Aug. 5, 2008
Eating broccoli could reverse the damage caused by diabetes to heart blood vessels, research suggests.  A University of Warwick team believe the key is a compound found in the vegetable, called sulforaphane.  It encourages production of enzymes which protect the blood vessels, and a reduction in high levels of molecules which cause significant cell damage. 

Brassica vegetables such as broccoli have previously been linked to a lower risk of heart attacks and strokes. 

Mea Culpa, Nostra Culpa
Draft of a short oratorio with 4 solos and chorus in German, English, Hebrew, and Arabic

Lyrics by Henrik Eger. © Henrik Eger, 2008   
	Verse 1
	Verse 2
	Verse 3
	Verse 4

	Narrator:

A German soldier watched

a mass execution on the Russian front. 

He lost his joy,

he lost his voice,

and before he was killed himself

he had to write:
	Narrator: 
An American soldier watched

a burning child flee a village in flames.

He lost his joy,

he lost his voice,

and before he was killed himself

he had to write:
	Narrator:

An Israeli soldier watched

the killing of children used as human shields. 

He lost his joy,

he lost his voice,

and before he was killed himself

he had to write:
	Narrator:

A young Arab watched

his brother strap on a suicide bomb. 

He lost his joy,

he lost his voice,

and before he was killed himself

he had to write:

	Refrain (in 4 languages): “Read more than my letters, read what I did not write,
read that which could shatter my heart.”


NOTHING LIKE JEWISH HUMOR: The  brightest people from outer space

A spaceship lands in the middle of Texas As the Martians start filing out, a big Texan walks up to the one who looks like the leader. He asks the Martian, "Y'all got them green eyes?"  The Martian answers back in a machine-like drone, "Yes, we all have green eyes." 

The Texan again inquires, "and y'all go those antennay on yo' head?" 

"Yes we all have antennae on our heads." The Texan is still curious, as he looks as more of the Martians, he again asks the leader, "Y'all got them long black coats?"  To which the Martian says, "No, only the Hasidim."
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