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MENDELSSOHN DOES NOT LIVE HERE ANYMORE
by HENRIK EGER
Directed by RICHARD STEIN
GRITT………………………………………………………………………………..………................MIRA HIRSCH
A beautiful young woman, not very well-educated, but very musically talented, though mostly self-taught, playing famous piano music by heart. 

ALF……………………………………………………………………………………..………....RALPH MERANTO
A handsome and dynamic young German officer and WWII correspondent.
MENDELSSOHN DOES NOT LIVE HERE ANYMORE is based on historical documents from Mendelssohn's time and from original Third Reich sources, including Alf Eger's private letters from occupied France.  This play shows character assassination at work in its subtle and not so subtle forms.  The play, both humorous and tragic, playful and devastating, shows the conflict between a young wife who discovers and loves Felix Mendelssohn's music and her husband who reacts to anything Jewish in a Pavlovian fashion, very representative of the time and of Anti-Semitism in general. 
Alf, a young German journalist and propaganda officer, in charge of the press in Cherbourg in occupied France during WWII, returns to his wife Gritt for a short visit.  She lives in a little room on a farm house in Bavaria as he wants her to be safe from any bomb attacks.  To surprise him, she has decorated the walls of the otherwise very simple room with old sheet music and some of her husband's many letters.  She has just discovered the music of Mendelssohn, unaware that his music is forbidden in the Third Reich because Mendelssohn, in spite of his parents' conversion to Christianity, is considered Jewish.  She misses the meaning of Alf's reference to "gold kings"—one of the derogatory code words for Jewish people in Nazi-Germany, and she clearly has no idea about Auschwitz and other camps.  She just loves her husband and the music of Felix Mendelssohn.
HENRIK EGER, Ph.D. (playwright), son of Gritt and Alf Eger, born and raised in Germany; now a tenured professor of English and Communication at DCCC, Media, PA; Board member of Theatre Ariel of Philadelphia; produced and directed the International Shakespeare in London; author and narrator of the first online film about AAJT: The World's Largest Secular Synagogue and Open University; author of Metronome Ticking, the docudrama which was performed in Vienna last year, available on his website: www.henrikeger.com.  eger@aol.com
RICHARD STEIN (director) transformed Laguna Playhouse into a major professional theatre as its Executive Director for 17 years, and directed such notable productions as Jon Marans’ Old Wicked Songs and the World Premiere of his Jumping for Joy, the American Premieres of Shmuel Hasfari’s The Master of the House and Michael Weller’s What the Night is For, the West Coast Premiere of Tuesdays With Morrie among others.  He is now an independent director, producer, dramaturg and consultant.  ricktheater@cox.net
MIRA HIRSCH (Gritt) founded Jewish Theatre of the South in 1995, where as Artistic Director, she has produced over forty productions while also developing the theater’s outreach program—Project Impact Theatre, which performs for over 3000 middle and high school students each season.  She presently serves as President of the Association for Jewish Theatre, and on the Advisory Board of the Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund. mira.hirsch@atlantajcc.org 

RALPH MERANTO (Alf) oversees a five-show season at the Feinbloom Center for the Arts’ CenterStage Theater at the Jewish Community Center of Greater Rochester, NY, where for the past three years he has served as the Artistic Director.  He has appeared in several plays, including: Biloxy Blues and Little Shop of Horrors, and has acted and directed for the JCC for 10 years in such plays as Diary of Anne Frank, Kindertransport, and Born Guilty.  He studied directing at SUNY Brockport (class of 1984), where he earned a degree in Marketing, with a minor in Theatre.  RMeranto@jccrochester.org
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