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GRADING         CRITERIA 
for ENG 112 Essays
A = Outstanding

To help increase your chances of getting a good grade and to do justice to your evolving essays, I have written these grading criteria.  I know that even the best set of standards can only serve as a general guide, as each paper could present aspects from several grade categories which might impact the overall grade.  I have therefore bold-faced the most important aspects.  To get a top grade, your essays must meet all those criteria.  

On the other hand, if you display more than one major shortcoming, even if the rest of the paper appears in fairly good shape, you will receive the grade indicated for those errors.  For example, in my class, an incomplete Appendix plus a major violation of language conventions represent the academic equivalent of speeding and ignoring a stop sign, even if the driver drives well otherwise.  I hope that these grading criteria will encourage you to go beyond your present level and make breakthroughs as a writer.  For more details, check any MLA source (incl. their own website), the three Trackers, and the “Essay and Research Checklist.”  As always, feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

CONTENT, including thesis, logic, and meaningful conclusion

1. A thought-provoking thesis follows the A, B, N-format in a most powerful and original way; it goes beyond a mere description by summarizing the main points of the paper.  
2. The thesis informs the entire essay, and each paragraph, with its extended and documented examples, follows logically throughout.

3. The paper is written as objectively as possible and the author backs up all claims with verifiable evidence.  

4. The conclusion helps the reader to gain a deeper insight--something that goes beyond the original thesis—and leaves a great impact on the reader.
LANGUAGE AND GRAMMAR, including readability and audience awareness

1. The writer uses Standard American English very effectively.  Slang and/or jargon are not used, except when quoted for a particular purpose.  

2. The paper does not contain any spelling or punctuation errors, or violations of grammatical conventions such as comma splices, run-on (or fused) sentences, subject-verb disagreements, fragments, dangling modifiers, or any use of passive constructions, except for references to birth and victim status and direct quotations.  

3. The paper, especially the research paper, balances the writer’s own thoughts with quotations and paraphrases from other sources.  It is composed in such a way that the average, educated American adult can understand everything from A-Z without feeling talked-down to or drowned out by jargon and pretentious language.  

4. The writer demonstrates a clear understanding of the needs of the target audience and informs and enlightens the reader in a powerful way.

FORMAT, including overall appearance (including Works Cited section and Appendix)  

1. The research paper follows the MLA format 100%, down to the last period, with no typos whatsoever.  Every quotation or paraphrase is identified both at the beginning and the end of each reference and is duly documented.  

2. All the required parts (see syllabus and samples) are present and handled most effectively, including catchy title, comprehensive subtitle, introduction, and underlined thesis, together with its supportive parts (A, B, N); each paragraph is identified, and each page is numbered automatically via Header (in Arial 10). 

3. The essay is computer-generated (or typed without a single error or correction), printed on good bond paper, and sends out a strong message, that this is a very professionally composed document.

4. The Works Cited section contains more than all the required sources.  The paper ends with an Appendix containing copies of all the sources used; each page of the Appendix is author-identified and in alphabetical order.
B = Good, above Average

CONTENT, including thesis, logic, and meaningful conclusion

1. A strong thesis follows the A, B, N-format and goes beyond a mere description in a powerful and original way by summarizing the main points of the paper.  
2. The thesis informs the essay, and each paragraph, with its extended and documented examples, which follow logically throughout most of the paper.  

3. The writer tries to be fairly objective and backs up all claims with evidence.

4. The conclusion helps the reader to gain some insights, something that goes beyond the original thesis—and leaves quite an impact on the reader.

LANGUAGE AND GRAMMAR, including readability and audience awareness

1. The writer almost always uses Standard American English.  Slang and/or jargon are not used, except when quoted for a particular purpose.  

2. Hardly any violations occur of spelling, punctuation, and grammatical conventions such as comma splices, run-on (or fused) sentences, subject-verb disagreements, fragments, dangling modifiers, or use of passive constructions, etc.  

3. The paper, especially the research paper, shows a balance of the author’s own writing with relevant quotations and paraphrases from other sources.  It is composed in such a way that the average, educated American adult can understand almost everything without feeling talked-down to or being drowned out by jargon or pretentious language.  

4. The writer demonstrates an understanding of the needs of the target audience and informs and enlightens the reader, in some way or another. 

FORMAT, including overall appearance (incl. Works Cited section and Appendix)

1. The research paper follows the MLA format with no more than a few typos or surface errors.  Practically every quotation or paraphrase is identified both at the beginning and the end of each reference and is duly documented.  

2. All the required parts (see syllabus and samples) are present and handled effectively, including title, subtitle, introduction, and underlined thesis with its supporting parts; each paragraph is identified, each page is numbered automatically via Header.

3. The essay is computer-generated (or typed with hardly any errors or corrections), and printed on bond paper.   Its professional standard sends out a strong message.

4. The Works Cited section of the research paper contains all the required sources.  The paper ends with an Appendix containing copies of practically all the sources used; almost all pages of the Appendix are author-identified and in alphabetical order.

C = Satisfactory, Average

CONTENT, including thesis, logic, and meaningful conclusion

1. The thesis follows the A, B, N-format and attempts to go beyond a mere description, but only in an a mediocre way.  
2. The thesis attempts to inform the essay and each paragraph with its extended and documented examples, and the writer tries to follow logic in most cases.  Somehow the paper still makes sense, although much of the evidence and argument does not fully support or explain the thesis.
3. The writer attempts to be objective and backs up some, but not all claims with evidence.  Most statements are somewhat documented and an attempt has been made to present them in a logical order.  

4. One gets the impression that the writer, through the conclusion, tries to help the reader gain a deeper insight and wants to leave some sort of an impact on the reader.

LANGUAGE AND GRAMMAR, including readability and audience awareness

1. The writer occasionally deviates from Standard American English.  Slang and/or jargon are not used, except when quoted for a particular purpose.  

2. Just a few violations occur of one or two of the following problems: spelling, punctuation, and grammatical conventions such as comma splices, run-on (or fused) sentences, subject-verb disagreements, fragments, dangling modifiers, or use of passive constructions, etc.  

3. The paper, especially the research paper, shows some attempt to balance the writer’s own thoughts with quotations and paraphrases from other sources and is composed in such a way that the average, educated American adult can understand most things without feeling talked-down to or being drowned out by jargon or pretentious language.  

4. However, the writer demonstrates enough command of the materials to inform the reader, at least in some way or another.

FORMAT, including overall appearance (incl. Works Cited section and Appendix)

1. The essay follows the MLA format for the most part with no more than a handful of typos.  Most quotations or paraphrases are identified both at the beginning and the end of each reference and are duly documented.  

2. Almost all the required parts (see syllabus and samples) are present and handled fairly well, including title, subtitle, and thesis; each paragraph is identified and each page is numbered automatically via Header.

3. The essay is computer-generated or typed with very few errors or corrections, printed on bond paper, but sends out a subtle message that it is not quite professional, needs more work, but is still acceptable.  

4. The Works Cited section for the research paper contains most of the required sources.  The paper ends with an Appendix containing copies of most of the sources used; quite a few pages of the Appendix are author-identified and in alphabetical order.

D = Poor, below Average

CONTENT, including thesis, logic, and meaningful conclusion

1. The thesis does not follow the A, B, N-format or is written in a below-average way, nor does it inform each paragraph, let alone the entire essay.  
2. Most examples used are not developed; at best, the paper is a cut-and-paste job of other people’s insights.  
3. The writer does not present an objective paper.  The essay presents only one side or favors one view.  Some statements are not documented fully or are not presented in a logical order.  

4. Summary and/or conclusion are missing or incomplete and the reader does not come to a powerful conclusion.  The paper no longer is really acceptable.  
LANGUAGE AND GRAMMAR, including readability and audience awareness

1. The writer deviates markedly from Standard American English.  Slang and/or jargon are used inappropriately and without quotation marks.  

2. Many violations occur of several of the following problems: spelling, punctuation, and grammatical conventions such as comma splices, run-on (or fused) sentences, subject-verb disagreements, fragments, dangling modifiers, or excessive use of passive constructions, etc.  

3. The essay appears illogical and shows little attempt to balance the writer’s own thoughts with quotations and paraphrases from other sources.  It is composed in such a way that the average, educated American adult has difficulty understanding parts of the text, and in parts feels confused, talked-down to, or drowned out by jargon and pretentious language.  

4. The writer did not manage to convince the reader that the essay is significantly more than a cut-and-paste job.  Similarly, the author did not show enough command of the materials to inform and/or enlighten the reader, apart from a few nuggets here and there.

FORMAT, including overall appearance (incl. Works Cited section and Appendix)

1. The essay attempts to follow the MLA format but deviates quite a bit from the academic conventions.  Very few quotations or paraphrases are identified both at the beginning and the end of each reference and are documented only here and there.  

2. Not all the required parts (see syllabus and samples) are present and/or are not handled effectively, including title, subtitle, and thesis.  Some paragraphs are not identified, or some pages are misnumbered or don’t follow the automatic pagination.

3. The essay is typed with many errors or corrections, is printed on cheap paper, or shows signs of a poor ribbon, comes in looking messy, and sends out a strong message that it needs significantly more work, and is not really acceptable.

4. The Works Cited section is missing several entries; the Appendix does not contain all of the required sources used.  Only some of the pages of the Appendix are author-identified or do not follow the alphabetical order. 

F = Failure (with an encouragement to do better)

CONTENT, including thesis, logic, and meaningful conclusion

1. The thesis does not follow the A, B, N-format at all, and does not connect with the rest of the essay or each paragraph.  
2. Most examples used do not support the thesis at all; at best, the paper is a plagiarized mixture of illogical statements and a cut-and-paste job of other people’s insights.  Many statements are not documented fully or are not presented in a logical order.

3. The paper is not written objectively but has deteriorated into some form of personal mishmash and presents only one side or favors one side, using cheap shots to demolish a different view.  

4. Summary and/or conclusion are missing and the reader can not discover a powerful conclusion.  The paper is definitely not acceptable.

LANGUAGE AND GRAMMAR, including readability and audience awareness

1. The writer does not use Standard American English.  Slang and/or jargon are used in an intrusive, dysfunctional way.  

2. An excessive number of the following problems occur: violations of spelling, punctuation, and grammatical conventions such as comma splices, run-on (or fused) sentences, subject-verb disagreements, fragments, dangling modifiers, and/or excessive use of passive constructions, etc.  

3. The essay appears thrown together in such a way that the average, educated American adult has trouble with the text, feels confused, talked-down to, or drowned out by jargon, pretentious language, and illogical statements.  

4. The writer failed to convince the reader of his or her ideas and did not present research materials in a coherent manner.  Ultimately, the essay is nothing but a cut-and-paste job, making it look as if the author does not know what the paper is written about, apart from a few nuggets here and there, maybe.  However, the writer still has a chance to move forward through a powerful and meaningful rewrite.

FORMAT, including overall appearance (incl. Works Cited section and Appendix)

1. The essay has been plagiarized, either fully or in parts, handed in late, or not at all.  It does not follow the MLA format or only does so sporadically and deviates significantly from the academic conventions.  Hardly any quotations or paraphrases are identified, neither at the beginning nor at the end of a reference.  Sources are not properly documented or not documented at all. 

2. Only a few, if any, of the required parts (see syllabus and samples) are present or handled effectively, such as title, subtitle, and thesis; most paragraphs are not identified, pages are misnumbered or don’t follow the automatic pagination.  

3. The essay is typed with an unacceptable number of errors or corrections; it is printed on cheap paper and/or with a ribbon that needs replacement.  Overall, the essay sends out a strong message of carelessness and neglect and is unacceptable.  

4. The Works Cited section is incomplete or missing.  The Appendix does not contain any of the sources used or is absent altogether, is not author-identified, is not in alphabetical order, or may be missing altogether. 
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