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Select ONE of these two topics for your final paper, 

the documented essay

1. Select a breakthrough experience from your life and relate it to one or two essays from Conversations. 

2. Select one or two controversial topics from Conversations that speak to a particular aspect of your life.  
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Required sources: Conversations, plus a minimum 
of two other academic reference materials

You must use a MINIMUM of three sources in your paper to enhance your argument.  One of these must come from Conversations, one must come from a printed source in the library—either a book or a journal—and one can come from a scholarly Internet source.  Please show me the Internet web site that you plan to use before you integrate that material into your essay.  
Composition Strategies

1. When choosing your essay topic, select a significant event or experience from your life that you can present as if it were a film, at least for the opening and closing of your essay.  To help you find and narrow down the best topic for your essay, please use the key terms listed on page three below.

2. If you have already selected a controversial topic or a breakthrough experience to write about in your paper, review the essays in Conversations, and based on your highlighted parts, select the essay/s that addresses your chosen topic the most.  Alternatively, if you are not quite sure what to write about, you could try the opposite approach: carefully comb through Conversations, and select a topic that resonates the most with one of your experiences in life.  

3. Brainstorm your chosen event on a piece of paper, using the branching approach by connecting the main points of your own experience with aspects of the literature that you selected.  For details on brainstorming, please revisit the branching technique described in the “Compare and Contrast Guidelines.”  
4. As for all essays in this class, please compose your documented essay on your computer.  Strengthen your argument with at least one paraphrase, one summary, and one quotation from your chosen essay/s in Conversations, and at least one reference from two sources other than our textbook (see above), linking your personal experiences to the literature that you have selected.  

5. Do not edit your writing at this stage but write freely, going for as complete a picture or text as possible.  Present an authentic portrait of yourself and your experiences.  Do not start editing until you have finished the first draft.   
6. For all the nitty-gritty of writing a solid paper, please consult all the handouts you have received this semester, including “How to Become a Successful Writer and Student.”

7. When you have finished the actual writing of your paper, make sure to use the MLA-formatted “Works Cited" section handout to demonstrate your command of the basic principles of academic writing in the field of English.
8. Apply all three language trackers thoroughly and thoughtfully, leaving out none of the categories listed to demonstrate your command of English and your new writing skills.  
9. Run a spell-check and proofread carefully.  Avoid errors as they will pull your grade down.   

10. Show your documented essay to a tutor at the DCCC Writing Center on the 4th floor, make all necessary changes as soon as possible after the session, then send your revised version to the MyCompLab tutorial center in Boston.  

11. Once you have received their feedback, rewrite your documented essay again until you are ready to submit your final version.  For deadline details, check your Schedule.
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All four images were painted by René Magritte (1898-1967), the famous Belgian surrealist.  


	33 INVENTION STRATEGIES:

List of scenarios that could help you to retrieve and mold significant experiences in your life,

but only select those aspects of your life you feel comfortable writing about and sharing in class

	Characteristics 

that can shape our lives
	Good or Positive 

Experiences

	
	1. joined a band or orchestra

2. joined a drama club or show

3. got a poem, story, article, or a letter to the editor published

4. team won championship

5. having overcome a serious illness

6. having made peace with a family member, friend, or colleague

7. recognition that being different can be a wonderful challenge

8. having fallen in love

9. having found a great friend or life mate

10. having solved a serious issue successfully

	
	Sad or Disturbing Experiences

	
	11. a break-up in a relationship with a relative, friend, neighbor, or colleague
12. parents’ divorce

13. cut from a team

14. cut from a play or other production

15. having lost one’s job 

16. victim of discrimination

17. experiencing the effects of smoking

18. experiencing the effects of drinking

19. experiencing the effects of taking drugs

20. suicide or suicide attempt by a friend 

21. death of a loved one

	
	Mistakes or Misfortune

	
	22. car accident

23. personal accident

24. having acted childishly

25. having acted irresponsibly

26. having been wrongly accused

27. having accused someone else wrongly

28. having been robbed

29. having done something degrading  

30. having done something unethical

31. having done something illegal

32. having been arrested

33. having been incarcerated
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Think, read, research





Write a documented essay about a break-through experience in your life, or select a controversial topic from Conversations that speaks to a particular aspect of your life.





Relate the topic of your choice to one or two essays from our textbook.  Use the MLA format.  Min.: 2 pages (max.: 3 pages) plus Works Cited page, double spaced, Arial 10.  For deadline, see your Schedule.








Think, write, rewrite








From building blocks to composing a meaningful documented essay





Select the most relevant items based on your own experiences.


Brainstorm by using the branching approach.


Avoid wishy-washy statements and generalizations.  Instead, develop a strong and meaningful thesis.


Present at least 2, if not 3 supporting parts for your thesis.


Make this essay a real breakthrough experience, both as a person and as a writer.  
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