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(Introduction) Resembling the inside of a boiling kettle, the air, hot and dense, only worsened as the day went on.  Back aching from the repetitive lifting and setting of furniture, I felt as though it could not continue.  During the course of each subsequent trip from the house to the truck, the driveway seemed to grow in length.  Eight years of draining my body in the moving industry, pushing every muscle to the limit, and then waking up the next morning to return to the daily slog of back breaking work, became a load that nearly dropped me to my knees.  Then, one day, last November, in the midst of a near collapse, a thought echoed throughout my mind that I must “leave the moving to someone else!”  Suddenly, tranquility settled over me like a comforting blanket, for I knew this job existed only temporarily.  Using my personality type and ongoing education, I would soon transfer my future from the back of a moving van to the serenity of a boardroom as a financial advisor, a position that requires a grasp of monetary numbers and their applications and the ability to interact with people on a personal level.  (Thesis) Based on the Myers-Briggs Type Indicator (MBTI), the world’s largest non-clinical personality inventory, my personality profile demonstrated my main characteristics as introverted, sensing, feeling, and judging (ISFJ).  I now know that I will bring to my future career as a financial planner some of my major strengths, especially (A) my  capacity to remember and use many facts and figures precisely, and (B) the need to do work that benefits my fellow human beings--(C) all of which, I hope, will compensate for my present lack of assertiveness.


(Par. A) Technology’s rapid rise demands that the skills of a financial advisor include the ability to quickly comprehend and utilize numbers.  As many computer programs update tables and charts almost instantaneously, I must process them for use just as quickly, before the data spoils.  The amount of time spent sitting down and pondering the importance of certain figures might mean the difference between a big payday and bankruptcy.  Precise implementation of these figures tends to go hand in hand with the speed with which I am able to process them.  Misplacing a comma or using one zero too many can spell certain financial doom.  My personality will lend itself to the exactness required in this field, since ISFJs can “remember and use any number of facts” with a desire “to be sure their facts are accurate” (DiTiberio, and Hammer 20).


(Par. B) In addition to possessing a strong command of facts and figures, required in the field of financial advising, I also need to positively affect my environment by aiding those who struggle economically.  Recent research shows that “one of the main ways that children are hurt by unemployment and income loss, in middle- and upper-income families as well as low-income ones, is through the increase in stress and depression their parents experience” (Coontz 413).  All through my childhood, I benefited from a stay-at-home mother and, later, the ability to select the college of my choice.  These advantages gave me a leg up on many of my cohorts.  Currently a young parent myself, I now begin to understand how fulfilled my parents must have felt when they planned successfully to send their two sons to the college of their choice.  Similarly, I now value my parents’ willingness to raise a family on one income so that their children did not have to march off to day care centers on a daily basis and miss out on the crucial interaction that my brother and I desperately craved at such a young age.  With these experiences, still fresh on my mind, I am determined to help people realize the American dream and plan for their future which, I anticipate, will increase my inner peace as a financial planner—something apparently not found in too many professions.  According to Vick, “an ISFJ’s career choice should probably include work that is of a practical nature and is service-oriented, so they can see that they are helping others in real and tangible ways” (1).  


(Par. C) Even with the many advantages that my personality type will give me in the financial world, liabilities will present themselves, especially as an ISFJ, where I “may need to work on developing self-confidence” and “may need to learn to act more assertively” (DiTiberio, and Hammer 20).  Some sectors of the business world consider assertiveness as a key that unlocks many of the doors that lie ahead.  With time and practice, I hope to overcome my lack of assertiveness.  Although my personality lends itself to some reluctance in dealing with others, by slowly developing a refined, yet assertive manner, I am committed to making my voice heard at the opportune time . . . and when heard, my voice will carry with it ideas which will wipe away any thoughts of shyness that may linger.


(Summary) Using my ISFJ personality type as a starting point, the world offers a myriad of choices in which to pursue the job of my dreams.  Despite the fact that my personality may not perfectly suit me for a career as a financial advisor, my strengths in this area far outweigh my weaknesses.  A gift for numbers and a resolve to assist my fellow human beings will help guide me down the windy road of financial planning, and as my confidence develops, I will turn a previous handicap into a future source of strength, hopefully making it easier to arrive at the destination of my choice.  (Conclusion) Taking the MBTI confirmed the suitable match between my career desire and my personality.  Years later, I look back to those long days of moving furniture for a living, when the sun felt as though its rays pierced my back with every move, and the furniture seemed to grow heavier with each passing moment.  One day soon, when sitting in a new financial planning office, cool air conditioning running through my hair, my body resting comfortably in a plush leather chair, and the weight of a silver ball pen nestled in my hand, I will remember how taxing a journey I have made, and what a wonderful destination I have reached—at long, long last. 
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