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From brainstorming to thesis and essay development: Guidelines on how to develop an effective and balanced COMPARE & CONTRAST ESSAY

ENG 100, Fall 2007  

Before writing your effective, balanced, compare and contrast essay of 700-900 words, consider the following suggestions.  

 1. Write only about two people that you know personally.  To cut down on the danger of plagiarism, please do not write about anybody famous, in spite of the compare and contrast essay sample.

 2.  Carefully choose the topic about which you have to say the most and to which you relate the best; read as many well-written compare and contrast essays as possible in our textbook.  You will find a special section in the “Table of Contents” of Conversations identifying such essays.

 3.  As part of your pre-writing activity, brainstorm your topic on a separate piece of paper by using the branching approach; avoid mere listing but show connections.  Show three (maximum four) different aspects of your chosen topic.
 4. Branching Example 1:

	Suppose you are brainstorming about an article on a comparison of the “Advantages and Disadvantages of Word Processing.”  

Writers often use the A, B, C approach to construct the supporting parts of their thesis.  In this case, your benefits would be (A), and the problems would be (B), while the more neutral skills needed would be (C).  

By writing down key words before composing the essay, you not only save time, but most likely will generate the most important aspects of your chosen topic.  
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Source: http://writing2.richmond.edu/writing/images/branch.jpg 


 5. Branching Example 2:



	The more often you practice the branching method of brainstorming, the more sophisticated you will become, and the more information you will generate.

Take the branching example on the right hand side.  It has three main branches, each of which branches out again.  You have as many possibilities to subdivide as you wish, allowing you to generate as detailed an amount of information about the subject as you wish. 

Although this example only talks about one aspect of a given topic, namely, the “three objectives of effective financial planning,” you can easily look for a comparison and a contrast, using the same approach.  For example, “What do your parents have in common, and what distinguishes them from each other?”  
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Source: http://www.usu.edu/arc/test_anxiety/img/branch.gif 




 6. You can even go a step further and do your brainstorming via one of many different computer programs that you can find on the <download.com> website.  
 7. Cluster your main items and develop a thesis with its supporting A, B, N components (N= any number, for example, your essay could consist of two or three main paragraphs, that is A and B, and C, or it could consist of four main paragraphs, A, B, C, and D).  

 8. Make sure to be as fair and as comprehensive in your comparison and contrast of those two people, especially if you have a better relationship with one over the other.

 9. Please remember to give equal weight to the characteristics or features that those two people have in common (your comparison) and the characteristics or features that differentiate these two from each other (your contrast part of the essay).  Strive for as much balance as possible.

 10. After you have completed the brainstorming, continue the preparations for your essay by developing a strong thesis that allows the reader, at one glance, to see which way you will present the main points of your comparison.  Check the sample theses with their supporting parts below (with a minimum of A and B):
 10. Both Jerry and Drew play soccer, even though they live different lives altogether: (A) Jerry thinks a great deal about his career, and (B) Drew attends as many parties as he can.  (C) Working together to overcome their differences, the two co-captain our soccer team with an entertaining rivalry. 
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 10. I consider my parents an almost perfect unit who share many qualities, especially (A) their love for their children and (B) their caring for my grandparents, even though they also make me wonder at times about their differing interests, especially (C) my father's obsession with sports and my mother's involvement with selling her arts and crafts on Ebay and at flea markets.
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 10. Sara and Helen make an intriguing pair as they (A) dress in nearly identical outfits and (B) sing together in the choir, but Sara distinguishes herself from her sister by (C) spending her weekends chasing “boys” around, while (D) Helen remains devoted to her girlfriend of three years.
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 10. Boxers such as Muhammad Ali and Mike Tyson represented two different styles of boxing and public appeal: (A) Ali embodied the spirit of naturally gifted, articulate, and charismatic boxers, a winner in and out of the boxing ring, (B) while Tyson demonstrated, over and over again, an inarticulate, sullen street thug who won in the boxing ring but who lost in the ring of public opinion.   (C) Ultimately, because of Tyson’s failures and crimes, he could not reach the public stature of Ali as a positive role model in the sports community.  
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 11. Underline your thesis and its supporting A, B, N parts.  Shift to “C” if you have three parts, “D” for four, etc., although it might be wise to concentrate on only three aspects of your topic, namely A, B, and C, for the main body of your essay, even though four parts might do your subject the most justice.

 12. Based on the materials gained from your brainstorm, develop a short outline with key words, then cluster the various concepts to form your 

 12.1. Introduction, starting with a film-like opening that illustrates your main point, 

 12.2. Additional background information, 

 12.3. Possible definitions, especially when introducing unusual or controversial

Terms
 12.4. Thesis with its three or four supporting parts, that is, A, B, C, or A, B, C, D, etc.

(these first four items form the first paragraph), 

 12.5. Main body with a minimum of three paragraphs, and

 12.6. Summary and Conclusion (two separate units but within one paragraph).

 13. Then, based on your pre-writing activities (mainly generating key words), compose a description of your chosen pair of people and write with as much objectivity, precision, sense of reality, and the specificity needed to do justice to the people whom you are comparing and contrasting.

 14. Feel encouraged to provide as many relevant sensory details of the people you are describing--details of sound, smell, taste, touch, and sight.  Empower yourself and your reader/s through detailed, relevant, and authentic writing.

 15. Before you hand in your compare and contrast essay, make sure to proofread everything. Consult good online dictionaries and thesauruses, as well as relevant handbooks. 

 16. Follow the MLA Format 100% (for details see our samples and any relevant Internet sources).

 17.  Carefully fill out the various Checklists and Trackers and include the completely filled out trackers and checklists with your essay in your portfolio.

 18. As soon as you have done all the Trackers, send your essay to the MyCompLab tutors and incorporate their feedback into your rewrite ASAP.

 19. Include your feedback from the MyCompLab tutor, your brainstorm, and all Trackers and Checklists at the end of your paper and staple everything in your Appendix together so that your essay will sit on the left side of your folder and the documentation on the right.

 20. To support your work, we will be conducting peer reviews in class where students learn from each other.  In addition, I will meet with you individually.  If you have further questions, feel free to contact me at any time.  I would be happy to help you.


