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My breakthroughs as a writer-editor and researcher

When I entered English 112, I thought I could write fairly well.  After receiving my first paper back with its many annotations from my professor, I realized the extent of my lack of preparation for college research writing.  I had a lot more to learn.  The road ahead proved very challenging and involved numerous rewrites.  Though I experienced times when I felt frustrated and tired, I persevered.  

Who had even heard of completing Sentence Trackers, Passive Voice Trackers, and Language Trackers?  However, although I resisted at first, I found that the use of the various trackers helped me a great deal in analyzing my writing and making important improvements.

The first time I completed a Sentence Tracker, I could not believe how many times I had started sentences with the same word.  Originally, I didn’t think it made much difference.  Then I realized repetition of the same sentence beginnings becomes boring for the reader.  I learned that I could make sentences more interesting by starting them with verbs, adjectives, and adverbs.  It seemed the more I wrote, the easier it became to find different words with which to start the sentences.  

  Language Trackers served as good sources for tracking proper word usage, precision, and sentence structure.  While proofreading my papers, I discovered I had used many vague references that weakened my writing.  Using the Sentence Tracker forced me to think of more precise words for those that had a vague meaning.  For example, I first wrote, “Orenstein’s a good writer and is writing about dreams and fairy tales.”  I then rewrote this sentence with active verbs and eliminated the repetition to read, “Orenstein encourages readers to re-examine their dreams to live a fairy tale life.”  I also learned that writers should avoid contractions in formal writing except when using contractions as part of a quote or particular type of speech.        

When using references, I learned how to quote, paraphrase, and summarize properly.  Previously, I did not understand the difference between paraphrasing and summarizing.  I now know that a summary condenses someone else’s texts into a shorter version in one’s own words, while retaining an author’s main points and tone. A paraphrase restates the meaning of a text in one’s own words; however, unlike a summary, a paraphrase does not have anything to do with the size of a text.  Rather, it presents the main point of an author’s work in a language that better fits one’s own writing, while giving full credit to the original author.  
When asked to write a critical paper, I felt confused at first.  I now know when writing a critical paper, I must summarize and evaluate the critical reading material and then reflect on the main points by agreeing or disagreeing and presenting textual evidence for everything that I say.  
Writing reflections proved a worthwhile learning experience.  It made me think about the topic, develop an opinion, and write a short paper based on my opinion.       

I also learned quite a few helpful computer commands and shortcuts which made writing and editing a lot easier and saved time.  

Use of the Modern Language Association (MLA) format presented me with a new experience in my writing.  I now realize that the MLA developed these guidelines to enable writers to express themselves adequately and fairly without discriminating against anyone.  One of the big differences involves the use of the exact page number for in-text references in MLA (Miller 3), rather than the year and page of the source (Miller, 2007, p. 72) in APA format.  Also, because I struggled a bit with the Works Cited format, I plan to keep the MLA handout for future reference.      


Now that I know not to begin a sentence with the same word or phrase used before, I have become more creative, using new words to start each sentence.  In addition, I had often repeated words inside a sentence as well.  By using an online thesaurus and dictionary.com, I changed these words to eliminate repetitions.  With practice, I gained more of an automatic awareness of my use of language, and as a result, I managed to present my final papers with none or only minimal repetitions. 

I recognized that the use of passive verbs can lead to dull or unclear meanings, whereas action verbs add color and excitement to expression and bring visual life to the subject, holding the reader’s interest.  In the beginning of the semester, I used many passive verbs in my compositions.  However, with the help of the trackers, I rewrote my essays and replaced all the passive with active verbs.  As time went on, I learned to find substitute verbs almost immediately and greatly improved my writing.  
Before I took this course, nothing made my writing stand out, but now my writing carries my voice and leaves a much stronger impression on the reader.  With my new writing, I am drawing a line in the sand, effectively saying to the reader, “This is what I have to say.”  People may not agree with the views I express, but I have learned to come into my own through my writing while accepting other views and perspectives.  I also learned that I need to back up all my claims with evidence, because assertions made without evidence cannot prove anything and therefore do not carry much weight.  As I grow older, I find myself doing more thinking and questioning of issues.

I now realize that effective writing improves with practice and involves hard work and great commitment.  My newly gained awareness of writing for a specific target audience has helped me in focusing my writing.  I know that the better I speak and write, the greater my chances for advancing my career.  I will continue to work on my writing with the new knowledge I have gained from class.  English 112 has definitely made me a more effective writer.
My breakthroughs as a reader and thinker
After taking this course, I can now look at things from a critical standpoint and then develop my opinion based on the story or information provided.  I may not see things the way another reader does, but I am entitled to my interpretation.  Using my writing, I can now express myself more clearly than before.  At times, I may introduce a personal incident or even some humor into my writing, bringing it to life.  For instance, my reflection about the blog and the research paper on a choice of career reflected some humor.  


As I often find it impossible to just sit down and start typing things, I now realize the importance of organization.  Therefore, before I start writing about a topic, I sit and think about it for awhile.  I brainstorm and briefly write down any thoughts on the subject.  Next, I organize my thoughts in the order I want to present them.  I am now aware that the proper order helps to make transitions in the composition flow easier.


Looking at the many assignments, I found some topics more interesting to read than others.  At times, I stared blankly at a text and wondered what to say about the material it presented, while at other times, a text spoke to me and I had a great deal to say in response.  Over the course of this semester, I learned how to break down the material, analyze it, and find a way to relate the material to my experiences and thoughts.  When we had to choose a short story to read and write a paper about, I selected “The First Seven Years” by Bernard Malamud, a story about an immigrant and his daughter.  As the daughter of an immigrant, I related my family’s life to the characters in the story, realizing why many writers write about personal experiences.  During this assignment, I started thinking about the psychological side of the characters in relation to the experiences of my father.  Through my readings in ENG 112, I became more aware that other people go through the same things I do.      


I also developed an ability to determine which resources could help the most in completing the various assignments successfully.  This process took a lot of thought and work to sort out the many different resources available through the library and the Internet.  The next time I need resources for a research paper, my experience from this course will make this task much easier.  


English 112 has helped me to develop my thought process.  I can now analyze written material with much greater ease and understanding.  My confidence in expressing my thoughts in writing has helped me to grow, and I feel I am better prepared to give the necessary thought needed to make better decisions in my life.  Previously, I felt like a teenager and the adults ran the world.  Now I realize I am a young adult who makes more of a commitment to society as I really want to change the world for the better.
My breakthroughs as a professional and communicator


This class has definitely helped me learn how to communicate effectively with others.  I can now look for advice from other people in the classroom with confidence because they have been taught as well as I have been taught.  Before this class, I felt fearful when approaching a professor for help.  I now realize that teachers welcome the opportunity to help their students because they want them to succeed and value the students’ success, especially those professors who genuinely go all out for their students.  Whenever I felt confused, I could get the help I needed by communicating with my professor; he never made me feel stupid for any of the questions I asked.  

I found that talking to my teachers often reduced the stress of a hectic class schedule.  My professors kept me informed on my progress and at times provided extra time to turn in assignments after the deadline.  They clearly understood my situation and responded to my needs for extensions.  


Communication is not just verbal.  Written communication often proves vital to success in the real world.   I learnt in this course that whatever I write represents me, both in terms of content and my use of language.  Therefore, I now try to make my writing as precise and as easily understandable as possible, a skill that I will definitely take into my personal and my professional life.  
For example, when I write directions for visitors on how to get to my house, I want to make sure that I make them complete and easy to follow.  As a result, I will no longer receive phone calls from friends who gets lost along the way.  
Unfortunately, when it comes to writing, most of the time the first chance remains the one and only chance.  For example, when I send a prospective employer my resume and cover letter, I need to make it the best representation of myself.  Either the employer will show an interest or quickly put my resume in the trash.  If I make a good impression, the company may invite me for an interview, where I can then make a verbal impression as well, thanks to my increased vocabulary from this course.  


Writing a letter to voice an opinion counts as another example illustrating the importance of the effective use of language.  Whether about problems with a product that I bought, how procedures could be changed to make work flow easier at a job, or some important cause I support, if I have something to say, I want my voice come through clearly.


In ENG 112, I learned that effective verbal and written communication can contribute to my success, both personally and professionally.  I will keep an open mind, an important trait in a world that changes rapidly.  As a good communicator, I have learned to become a good listener.  In short, this course has made me aware that I have a voice and that I am entitled to express it.  As a result, I plan to do my best to make a positive difference in the world.      

