Dr. Henrik Eger, DCCC, heger@dccc.edu, Fall 2007, ENG 100
My breakthroughs as an effective writer-editor, 
reader-researcher, and a professional & communicator:

Guidelines on how to write a comprehensive self-evaluation
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This picture shows Australian performance artist Stelarc, whose works focus heavily on futurism.  
Just as his art tries to extend the capabilities of the human body, you have demonstrated through your use of the Sentence Tracker, Passive Voice Tracker, Language Tracker, and other tools that you have significantly extended the strength of your writing.  Congratulations.
This semester, you not only studied a wide range of literary sources, but you also spent the entire term writing, editing, and fine-tuning your skills.  For the final take-home exam, write a short self-evaluation, demonstrating with concrete examples how your skills have changed during this semester as a writer and editor, as a reader and a researcher, and as a professional and communicator.  Divide your project into these three categories:
1. My breakthroughs as a writer-editor

2. My breakthroughs as a reader-researcher

3. My breakthroughs as a professional & communicator

This assignment will give you the opportunity to demonstrate how far you have come through your studies and your various writing projects, including your rewrites.  Feel encouraged to look at each of your essays, especially the versions with my annotations, and compare them to your final rewrites.  As a result, you will find it much easier to demonstrate your various breakthroughs.  Make sure to back up all your claims with evidence—short examples of your own writing, whether before and/or after a rewrite.  

The more you look at your progress as a writer and editor, a reader and a researcher, and a professional and communicator, the more you will see for yourself and explain to your readers how all your studies and your writing in ENG 100 this semester made you a more effective writer and communicator.  

Please read the sample from a student who took one of my English courses last semester which earned an “A.”  While the schedule asks for a minimum of a two-page double-spaced report for a satisfactory grade (“C”), students who go all out in demonstrating their breakthroughs in detail can receive a higher grade that recognizes the excellence of their work.  

If you can present a different or innovative approach to this end-of-semester take-home exam, feel free to contact me to discuss how you would like to write this self-evaluation.  I would be very happy (with your permission) to place the best samples of your work on my webpage at the end of the semester to help future students learn and benefit from your work.  


In your paper, feel encouraged to discuss the following topics in these categories:

1. A review of your awareness of literature and language and your evolving writing and research skills, 
based on your drafts and final versions, and your insights after receiving verbal and written feedback on your work, plus anything you learned as a writer and researcher from the lecture and in-class notes 

2. Your insights from the various handouts, including syllabus, essay/research checklist, but not any of 
the MBTI handouts or materials 

3. Your studies of Conversations (Selzer and Carpini) 

4. Your studies of Don’t Sweat the Small Stuff (Carlson)
5. Specific knowledge you gained by going to libraries (DCCC, local, etc.) this semester, including actual 
data base and reference handbook searches, etc. 

6. Insights and experiences you gained through your networking, both inside and outside this class, 
including interviews you might have conducted 
7. Changing attitudes and evolving professionalism in the (A) academic world, (B) the workplace, (C) 
your personal life—all based on your studies in this class 

8. Anything else that contributed to your progress in this class, including DCCC workshops attended, 

listening to NPR, reading the Philadelphia Inquirer, seeing a good play, etc. 

9. Your action plan in which you describe what you plan to do now and in the foreseeable future with 
your new writing, research, thinking, and communication skills and your expanded awareness 
of personality, career choices, empowerment, and professionalism in the academic world, 
the workplace, and your personal life.  Be as precise and behavior-oriented as possible and 
present time frames.  Ex: On [date], I will . . . . As of [date], I will . . . [And, if you can honestly say 
it:] For the rest of my life, I will . . . 


Helpful sample paragraphs:
Sample paragraph #1

While reading the Conversations textbook, the phrase “Writing text on-line . . . can lead some authors to be prematurely satisfied with a document” (127) struck me as particularly important.  When I wrote the first draft of my research paper, I thought it was perfect.  The spell-checking system showed no errors, I was able to use a thesaurus to replace words that sounded awkward, and I had typed the entire document in under two hours.  However, after printing what I presumed to be my final copy, I asked my mother to read it to get a second opinion.  She found not only a few minor spelling errors, but also a number of grammatical errors, such as “One of my friends . . . they said” which I changed to “he said.”  Had I relied on the computer system alone to correct my errors, I would have overlooked several serious mistakes and most likely received a poor grade.

Sample paragraph #2

When rereading and editing my research paper, I put into action the insight by Miller, “As you begin the revising process, one of the most effective—yet most difficult—approaches is to try to take on the feelings and thoughts of a hostile reader” (29).  In my paper, I took the position of a person opposed to the root of the argument.  By playing the devil’s advocate—someone who would not even want to read the paper past its title—I created a lively hook to grab a hostile reader’s attention and interest him or her in the body of the paper.  From a pedantic and predictable, even boring opening about euthanasia, I switched and wrote this hook: “’Please unplug me and let me die with dignity,’ my grandfather had scribbled with a shaky hand on a note at the intensive care unit of the local hospital where he was dying of lung cancer after a long life of smoking.  And then he added his last note, ‘I luv y’all.’”   

Sample Paragraph #3

Before I took this course, nothing made my writing stand out, but now my writing carries my voice and leaves a much stronger impression on the reader.  With my new writing, I am drawing a line in the sand, effectively saying to the reader, “This is what I have to say.”  People may not agree with the views I express, but I have learned to come into my own through my writing while accepting other views and perspectives.  I also learned that I need to back up all my claims with evidence, because assertions made without evidence cannot prove anything and therefore do not carry much weight.  As I grow older, I find myself doing more thinking and questioning of issues.

Sample Paragraph #4

I had never heard of completing Sentence Trackers, Passive Voice Trackers, and Language Trackers.  However, although I resisted at first, I found that the use of the various trackers helped me a great deal in analyzing my writing and making important improvements as the language Trackers served as good sources for tracking proper word usage, precision, and sentence structure.  While proofreading my papers, I discovered I had used many vague references that weakened my writing.  Using the Language Tracker forced me to think of more precise words for those that had a vague meaning.  For example, I first wrote, “Orenstein’s a good writer and is writing about dreams and fairy tales.”  I then rewrote this sentence with active verbs and eliminated the repetition to read, “Orenstein encourages readers to re-examine their dreams to live a fairy tale life.”  

Sample Paragraph #5

Through my readings in ENG 100, I became more aware that other people go through the same things I do, for example, when I read “The First Seven Years” by Bernard Malamud, a short story about an immigrant and his daughter.  As the daughter of an immigrant myself, I related my family’s life to the characters in the story, realizing why many authors write about personal experiences.  While reading Malamud’s text, I started thinking about the psychological side of the characters in relation to the experiences of my father, which not only allowed me to better understand the short story, but helped me learn to think and write more effectively about an author’s ideas as well.
Sample Paragraph #6

I remembered Dr. Eger encouraging us to “Let your own voice come through in your writing” (Lecture note, 17 Sept. 2007).  In one of my essays I had written, “One can see a room with many photographs.  The person has an interest in photography.”  Those short, lifeless statements clearly miss the point as they do not reflect my own experiences or personality.  I thought about the impact my writing could have on others and then rewrote that passage:  “Last year on my 18th birthday, my parents gave me a digital camera.  This year, I bought some nice old frames at a flea market and hung my favorite photos up on the wall, including the one of my grandmother’s last day, before she passed away, with her hands stretched out to greet me, and a close-up of my boyfriend’s wet face and torso, with water drops clinging to his hairy chest during our first vacation together in Mexico.”  I hope those images will say a great deal more about my personality and my interests in life than any number of flat and lifeless assertions.

Sample Paragraph #7

Recently, a manager at work told me that due to some internal problems, he was to place me in a different department for a short time.  Although I felt extremely upset about the proposed move, I remembered reading a paraphrase of Confucius: “Politeness is the oil inside the social machinery.”  As a result of this insight, I kept calm during the discussion.  My parents told me that night how proud they were of my professional way of handling the situation.  They also advised me to arrange for a meeting with the manager and renegotiate the planned move.  I followed their advised and stayed polite and supportive when voicing my concerns.  In the end, I convinced my manager and he found a more junior member of the department to do the job.  He even pointed out to me (and others, as I found out later) how much my polite and professional manner impressed him.  

As always, if you have any questions, feel free to contact me at any time.   Let me say in closing that I am very proud of all the breakthroughs you made in this class.

