Creative farewell:

Preparing for a celebration with music, magic, and unlocked imagination
At the end of each Interpersonal Communication course, my students, who have spent a whole semester honing their academic and interpersonal skills based on research studies and practical exercises, conclude the semester by sharing an aspect of their life that we have not seen before.  First, each student reads a farewell letter to one classmate, often a very moving or humorous event.  Then, the last part of the evening brings the whole class together with wide-ranging activities that conclude the semester in original ways.  I divide the evening's program into four sections: serious, practical, humorous, and the unusual or spectacular, with each presentation lasting one to five minutes.  In past semesters, my students shared some of the following creative activities or works: 
A song that was composed for the occasion; a song sung in a foreign language; music played on various instruments; a demonstration of a gymnast's skills; a satire of church ladies wearing different hats symbolic of different personalities; a teach-in on how to make different kinds of knots, how to make paper flowers, or teaching line-dancing; a poem describing some of the main events of this course; a presentation of artwork and creative photographs; and a skit spoofing the communications professor and some of the students.
The evening ends with every student receiving a wrapped gift from a large basket, given anonymously, Pollyanna style, by a fellow classmate, and a personal farewell wish from me.  
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